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The SPEAKER took the -Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

FISHERIES.
As to Size and Cutch of Schnupper.

" Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
" Fisheries:

(1} As it has been auihoratively reported
that both the average size of individual
schnapper and the seasonal cateh from
Shark Bay during the season just completed
is very much smalley than in past years,
would departmental vecords support this
contention?

(2) What ,was the toial poundage of
schnapper recorded from Shark Bay for the
1947, 1948, and 1949 seasons?

{3) What catch of scimapper was re-
corded from Safety Bay for the 1947, 1948,
and 1949 seasons?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The average gaize of individual
schnapper appears to be the same this year
s in past years.

The 1949 seasom’s production is not
konown as all returns are not to hand.
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{2) Schnapper
Bay—
1947—557,971 1b.
1948—222,093, 1b,
1949—Figures incomplete.
(8) Schnapper recorded from Safety
Bay—
1947—12,565 Ib.
1948—20,040 1b,
1949—Season does not. commence until
October.

recorded from Shark

BETTING.
As to Police Action on Racecourses.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Police:

In view of the alleged suceessful and
effective results of picketing 8.P. shops, as
reported in “The West Ausiralian” of the
2nd August, will he see that the police are
instructed to take like action against persons
wagering on horse racing on racecourses, in
order to stamp out betting on racecourses
{exeluding the totalisator)? _

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied :

Following the policy adopted by all Gov-
ernments here angd elsewhere, it is not. in-
fended that the police be instructed to pre-
vent betting on registered racecourses,

STATE BATTERIES.

As to Qfficial Visits and Treatment of
Sands.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) How many times has the Superin-
tendent of State Batiteries visited Linden in
the past 12 months?

(2} What was the cost’ of the visit of the

Superintendent of State Batteries to Linden
on the 12th March, 19499

(3} How long did that officer stay theret

(4) Did the superintendent make =&
further visii to Linden within the following
month. If so, when and for what purpose?

(5) Is a private operator at the Mount
Ida State Battery retreating the sands
there?

(6) If so, what is the nature of his work,
and what are the royalty terms?

(7) Will he give an assurance tbat the
operator is nof treating prospectors’ sands?
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(8} Can he say when these prospectors’
sands will be treated?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied:

(1) Three times.

(2) Proportion plane charter Kalgoorlie,
Yarri, Mt. Ida trip, £10. Departmental
vehicle nsed for Yarri-Linden seetion.

(3) Two and a half hours.

(4) Yes. The 4th April. Battery business,
ineluding a meeting with local prospectors,

(5) Yes.

{6) Endeavouring to prove a process for
treating some discarded refractory copper
tailing. Royalty, 7 per cent of gross value
of recovery. .

(7) Yes.

(8).No, but full payment to prospectors
is now being made under a recent
decision of the Minister to pay for all tail-
ings unfreated at the 30th November last,
which includes all pgpospectors’ tailings at
Mt, Ida.

TOBACCO.
Asg to Distribution Commitiee.

Wr. LESLIE asked the Premier:

In connection with the questions asked by
me this session regarding the Western Aus-
tralian Tobacco Distribution Committee,
have any further inquiries been made to
obtain the information sought, and can he
yel advise—

(1) What is the composition of this com-
miftee, and where do they meet?

(2) What is the name of the executive
officer of the committee, and where 1s his
office sitnate?

The PREMIER: replied:

(1) The Western Anstralian Tobaceo
Trade Distribution Committee consists of
three members comprising a representalive
each of the retail tobaceo trade, the whole-
salers, and the manufacturers, and members
do not receive any payment for iheir ser-
vices, The committee meets at different
places.

{2) The name of the secretary is Mr.
G. H. Elkington and his address is e/o.
W. D. & H 0. Wills {Australia) Limited,
corner of Murray and Milligan Streets
Perth.
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COAL.
As to Production in 1949.

Mr. MAY asked the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Mines:

Will he advise the total tonnage of coal
produced from the following eoalmines and
open-cuts, as from the week ended the 8th
January, 1949, to the week ended the 25th
June, 1949:—

Co-operative Mine;
Proprietary Mine;
Stockton Mine;

Cardiff Mine;

Griffin Mine;

Wyvern Mine;

Phoenix Mine;

Stoekton No. 2 open-cut;
Black Diamond open-eut?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING replied :

Tons.

Co-operative Mine 39,461
Proprietary Mine © 65,076
Stockton Mine 41,468
Cardiff Mine 51,366
QGriffin Mine 31,710
Wyvern Mine 28,765
Pheenix Mine 1,366
“Stockton open-cut 77,384
Black Diamond open-cut 26,372
Total 362,968

®No separate record maintained of por-
tion referred to as Stockton No. 2 open-cut,
as the hon. member has already been in-
formed.

TXNIVERSITY OF WESTERN
AUSTRALITA.

As to Finances.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Premier:

(1) Has Mr. (. H. King had any dis-
cussion with him or officers of the Treasury
concerning the University finances since his
appointment to the University Senate?

(2) Has Mr. King made any written re-
port regarding University finanee to him or
to officers of the Treasury?

(3) If discussions have taken place, or
reports have been made what were the dates
of the occurrences?



[4 AvuusT, 1844.]

The PREMIER replied:

(1) Mr. King has had many discussions
with the Under Treasurer regarding the
University’s finanees as they are both mem-
bers of the finance committee of the Senate.

(2) No.

(3) The discussions have taken place on
numerous oceasions since Mr. King was ap-
pointed a member of the Senate.

BUILDING SUPPLIES.
As to Increase in Prices.

\ L)

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister for
Houeing:

‘Bince the 1st Janunary, 1949, what has
been ‘the percentage increase in price of
tke following building materials:—

{a) tiles;
{b) bricks (per thousand);
(¢} plasterboard and eceilings;
(d) stone foundations;
(e) galvanised iron guttering and down
piping;
{f) galvanised corrugated irom;
(g) timber—3 x 2;
timber—flooring boards,

timber—any other kinds eommonly
used in the erection of
. dwelling houses?

The MINISTER replied:

Since the 1st January, 1949, there have
been approximate percentage inereases in
price of huilding materials as follows:—

%
(a) Tiles—terra cotta 7%
cement 814
(b) Bricks—metropolitan wire
cuts .. .- 10
other wire cufs 25
State pressed .. 414
Cardup pressed 2314
{¢) Fibrous plasterboard Nil
(d) Stone foundations 414
(e) Galvanised iron guttering
and down piping L
{f) Galvanised corrugated
iron . 614
{g) Timber—scantlings 6%
t. and g. flooring T
Jjoinery .- 5
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SUPERPHOSPHATE.
As to Deficiency in Weight.
Mr. PERKINS asked the Minister for
Lands:

{1) Is he aware that one farmer at Belka,
in connection with the agent last year,
weighed 12 bags of super, at random and
recorded the following weights—159, 178,
175, 170, 178, 186, 177, 176, 177, 160, 176,

Ib. (correct weight shouild be 186 2-3rd
lb.}) and the manufacturers admitted a
deficit of 27 ewt, in 1914 tons which the
manufacturers made good?

(2) Will he arrange that officers of the
Weights and JMeasures Department keep a
check on supeér. weights to see that correct
weight is delivered to purchasers?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.
{2) The matter will receive attention.

L}
SERVICEMEN’S LAND SETTLEMENT.
As to Estate of I. (. Burgess.

Mr. BRAND asked the

Lands

1) When will the sub-division of the
estate of 1. C. Burgess at Strawberry take
place?

(2} Has any of the land been let for
eropping or agisting during the present
year?

(3) When does he anticipate this property
will be settled?

The MINISTER replied:

{1) Commonwesalth approved of smb-
division on the 7th July, 1949

(2) No land was leased for eropping, but
stock were agisted from the 26th March to
the 28th July, 1949. .

(3) Prior to next cropping season, precise

date depending upon accommodation being
constructed.

Minister for

KALGOORLIE ROAD BOARD.
As to Residential Rights-of-Way.
Mr. MeCULLOCH (without notice) asked
the Minister for Lands:

(1) Is i} a fact that the Minisier has re-
fuged a request by the Kalgoorlie Road
Board loeal anthority to install rightsof-way
in certain reserves which have been thrown
open for building purposes?



940

(2) If the answer is in the affirmative
what method does the Minister propose
could be adopted by this local authority to
elear sanitary and rubbish receptacles?

(3) Is the Minister saware that sanitary
and rubbish receptacles will of necessity have
to be carried over front lawns if he persists
in his refusal to have rights-of-way in-
stalled ?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.

{2) The blocks are of sufficient width to
provide for a side enirance.

(3) No. It should be possible for the
oceupiers to provide paths.

NAVAL BASE HAILL.
As to Retention.

Mr. FOX (withoul notice)
Minister for Housing:

(1) Is he aware that the only hall avail-
able to the people of Naval Base camp is
about to be removed by the Commonweslth
Government ¢

(2) Will he make representations to the
Commonwealth Government with the object
of having the hall retained at the camp, as
it is the only hall within at least six miles?

{(3) Will he advise the Commonwealth
Government to use new material tin the
erection of amenities and reserve this
amenity at the Naval Base camp for the
residents living there?

The MINISTER replied:

(1), (2) and (3) I have heard of the
possibility of the removal of the hall to
which the hon. member refers and I have
asked the Secretary of the State Housing
Commission to ascertain the facts and re-
‘port to me al the earliest possible moment.
I will then see what can be done. It seems
to me, personally, that the retention of the
hall for the purpose mentioned by the hon.
member would be justified, and in that case
representations will be made.

asked the

BILL—WHEAT POOL ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 3).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOB LANDS (Hon.
L. Thorn—Toodyay) [4.45] in moving the
second Teading said: This is a small Bill,
first introduced in another place, and its

[ASSEMBLY.]

object is to amend the Wheat Pool Act, so
as to provide for an official trading standard
for oats. A standard has been set by the
Department of Commerce in regard to the
export of oats, but there is no official stand-
ard for trading between farmer and mer-
chant, between farmer and farmer or be-
tween farmer and corporation. Over the
years there has been a gentlemen's agree-
ment in regard to the standard for oats,
but there has been no official standard.
The genilemen’s agreement dates back

1925, ’

In the framing of the amendment this
standard, known as the W.A. Standard Feed
Oats, which was decided upon by produce
merchants in 1925 and has been suceessfully
used by the Department of Agriculture ever
sinee, has been adopted. The ezport of
oats is somewhat spasmodic but often, in
the case of a line going oversea, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture is required to certify
as to its quality. The fixing of an actual
f.a.q. standard for oats—similar to the fix-
ing of an f.a.q. wheat standard—has ob-
Jjections owing to the diffieulty of colleeting
sufficient samples and the faet that only a
small percentage of the harvest is marketed.
In the interests of all concerned, an official
standard is desirable. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. J. T. Tonkin, debate
adjourned. ‘

BILL—TRAYTFIC ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOV-
EBRNMENT (Hon A. F. Watts—EKatan-
ning) [4.47] in moving the second resding
said: This is a small amendment {o the
Traffic Act, rendered altogether necessary
by the passing last year of the third party
motor vehbicle insurance legislation which
ereated a trust, The necessity for the
amendment arises out of two diffieulties
that have become manifest. Under

"Sections 9 and 10 of the Traffic Act there

is a stipulation that number plates of &
vehiele, which it is not intended to continue
to license, must be returned to the loeal
authority within 14 days. Under ithe Motor
Vehicle Third Party Tosurance Aet passed
last year it is provided that a policy of in-
surance shall extend for 15 days after the
lapse of the license, in order to give that
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period of time within which to renew the
license and take out further insurance, which
are now coineident proceedings, and it is
therefore desired that the two periods of
time should be brought together. This Bill
consequently proposes to substitute the word
“fifteen” for the word “fourteen” in the
various places mentioned in the measure
itself.

The other matter arises to a substantial
degree out of the same legislation, in that
it provides for & permit to be issued by a
local authority—under the Traffic Act “a
loeal authority” includes the Commissioner
of Police—to ensble a vehicle to bhe driven
or towed to a garage for repairs, even if
it is not otherwise licensed or is licensed
only by that permit. TUnless the loecal
authority can give a permif, no policy of
insuranee can he issued as the vehicle is not
licensed, and eonsequently any vehicle being
driven to a garage, not licensed and not
under permit, would be uninsured and in
that event in the case of accident compli-
cations would arise

There was recently a case in which a
motor vehicle that had not been wused for
a considerable time, and that was therefore
unlicensed—it had not been used beeanse it
was not eonsidered to be in a sufficiently
satisfactory state of repair for the ordinary

user—was being driven to a place to be -

garaged. On the way a couple of people
asked to be given a ride and shorfly after-
wards there occurred an accident to the
vehicle and the people who had been given
a ride were killed. In the absence of any
policy of insuranee, which was the position
in that instance, and in the ahsence of any
permit, they were not covered by any insur-
anee policy. Therefore, it is considered de-
. sirable to make provision for a permit to
cover such an eventuality. Both the pro-
posals in this Bill have been recommended
by the parties concerned in the licensing
and insuring of vehieles. The remarks that
I have made sum np all that the measure
contains and I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Graham, debate ad-
journed.

BILIL—ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 3).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 28th July.
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MR. RODOREDA (Roebourne) [4.51]:-:
But for the fact that there is an amend-
ment in this Bill which is consequential on
an amendment that this House passed last
year it seems to me that the Bill is un-
necessary, It iz purely a triflee In
fact, in the amendment to the provision
relating to a member of Parliament and to
his wife voting for the electorate which the
member represents it verges, 1 think, a little
on the farcieal. Our present Electoral Act,
as such, was introdueed in 1907 by the mem-
ber for Nedlands who was then Attorney
General, and that is the first time that the
provision allowing & member and his wife
to vote for the electorate which the mem.
ber represented was ineorporated in the
Act. The provision itself was taken from
the Commonwealth Act which in those days
did not give that right to the wife of a
member. It caused quite a discussion when
first introduced to this House in 1907. In
those days Mr., Angwin moved fo delete
from Section 17 the words giving the guali-
fieations to the wife of a member to be
enrolled for the electorate which her hus-
band represented. Following some consid-
erable diseussion in those days, Mr, Horan
said this—

The subelause was absurd and should be
struck out, and the only reason it was included
in the Bill geemed to be to give a man and his
wife a vote each in the distriet which the mem-
ber represented in Parliament; and sometimes
one or two votes decided an election.

The Attorney General in the course of his
reply had this to say—

Ag pointed out by the member for Ivanhoe,
the absence from the roll of the name of the
member for the distriet was sometimes re-
garded as a grievance by local electors, who
saw in that fact an indication that the memher
had deserted the district and ceased to be in-
terested in its fortunes. To adopt the amend-
ment would be to enaet that it was fitting a
husband’s domieile should be different from

that of his wife.

P think the brains of the member for Ned-
lands have sharpened considerably since
those days because I cannot see any sense
in thai reasoning. To adopt that amend-
ment would be to say that the husband’s
domicile should he different from that of
his wife. The section in the Act piving
the wife an opportanity to vote has nothing
whatever to do with her domicile. Further
on in the debate Mr. Angwin came back
with this—
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If the only evidence members could affurd
their constituents of continued interest in the
district was the inclusion of their names on the
loeal roll, it was clear their interest in the dis-
triet was small,

Of course, there was no question that he-

was right on that.

Mr. Fox: The Attorney General is listen-
ing very closely.

Mr. RODOREDA: Further on, Mr. Tay-
lor said— ’

But it was not wise that the wife of a mem-
ber should vote in her hushand’s electorate.
If that happened to be an eutlying district, the
wife would not know the conditions existing
in the district, and possibly the election might
turn on one vote. Of course the wife knowing
her husband so well might vote against him.

If we retain this provisien in the Act that
may happen to us too, which would nullify
the provision alogether. Seeing that there
was discussion on that elause when this
first Electoral Bill was introduced I find my-
self in agreement with those members who
opposed this section in the Act, I can sez
no valid reason why a member of Parlia-
ment and his wife who live outside the
electorate represented by the husband
should have a vote for that eleetorate. For
a start, it is giving a member a lead of two
votes in an election and 1 do not think
that would be a demoeratic way to conduet
an clection. In any case, the position we
are now arriving at in these amendments
seems fo he rather fareical. Section 17
(3) states—

Anv momber of the Legislative Assembly,
and th~ wife cf sny member of the Legislative
Assembly. mav ela’m 1o be enrolled for the
distriet mrntionril by such member, ard when
f0 cnrolicd shall he deemed to live in such
district. ’

Clans2 3 of this Bill then goes on to say—

Ang if that distriet is wholly or partly in-
cluded, pursuant to the provisions of any Act,
in another district, however named, that mem-
her ang the wife of that member may claim to
be enrolled for that other district to wnte at
the general election next following the inelu-
sion and while so earolled be deemed to live in
that other distriet,

When introdueing this Bill the Minister said
that that provision applied to a member who
was contesting an electorate of which his
old electorate formed a part and that is
what the Bill is presumed to do. But in my
opinion the Bill does nothing of the sort.
There is nothing at all in the Bill to say
that the member must be stanfling for the

.
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seat of which his old electorate forms a
part. Take the instance quoted by the
Minister of tha Perth electorate when he
said that that electorate had ceased to
¢xist but portions cf it had becn included
respectively in the North Perth, East Perth
rnd West Perth elestorates. On reading
this Bill it secms to me that the present
member for Perth eould deeide to have him-
gelf enrolled cn, say, the Enst Perth roll and
contest the elcetorate of Subiaco. That is
the position we are arriving at with that
amendment.

The Attorney General: That would not be
practical though, would it?

Mr. RODOREDA : I am not talking about
practicability, I am talking about what the
Bill says, and it is on that we have to make
our decision. Take the case of the member
for Forrest! The Forrest electorate has dis-
appeared and I believe it has been incorpor-
ated in four other electorates. Therefore,
under this Bfil the member for Forrest could
claim to be enrolled on any of the rolls of
those four electorates and yet contest the
Canning seat. That is the farcieal position
we have arrived at with this amendment.
‘When an important piece of legislation such
as the Electoral Aet is amended’ for the sole
purpose of giving a member and his wife
a vote, and only following a Redistribution
of Seats Bill, I eonsider it is wrong. The
section as it is would have been quite suffi-
cient to look after all normal elections ex-
cept those ocearring after any Redistribu-
tion of Seats Aet. Are we to be so foolish
as to go to the length proposed in the amend-
ment for the sole purpose of banefiting our-
selves azainst an opponent who may not
be 8 memher of Parliament? To do so
would be absurd.

The next nroposal is to amend Section
100, which will empower the Minister to an-
point pollinz placcs horder'nt en or out-
side the distriet for which eleetnrs arz vot-
ing. That amendment is rnnecessary. The
Act contains no limitation to prevent this
being done.

The Attorney GCenernl: The Solizitor
CGeneral advises that it does. You can see
his opinion if you wish,

Mr. RODOREDA: T should not eare to
pit my knowledge nzainst that of the Solici-
tor General, but if anv member reads the
section in the Aet, he will see that there is
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no limitation, At the same time I have no
objection to the proposal becanse it will
¢larify the position.

The third amendment deals with Section
119. The inclusion of the question, “Have
you within the last preceding six months
bona fide lived within that distriect?” is con-
-sequential on the amendment passed last year
making three months’ residence an essential
-qualification for enrolment. We have got
ourselves into a farcical position, and if the
Minister wishes to rectify the difficulty, he
.should get the Crown Law authorities to re-
draft the amendment to Section 17. I feel
.confident that the interpretation I have given
is correct.

MR. HEGNEY (Pilbara) [5.2]: I desire
to comment briefly on the provision that
the member for Roebourne referred to just
before resuming his seat. Under the Aet,
notwithstanding the residential qualification,
it i1s competent for a member and his wife
to be on the roll for the district represented
by him.  After the Minister had moved
the second reading of the Bill, the member
for Roebourne informed me that he was
under the impression that only one mem-
ber, namely, the member seeking election
for a particular seat, would be entitled to
remain on the roll. This is a point that
ought to be cleared up.

Take my own case; I represent the Pil-
bara district. Alihough there are few people
in it, part of the district will be transfer-
red to the Kimberley district. The major
portion of Roebourne distriet will be trans-
ferred to the present Pilbara distriet and
the halance to the Gascoyne distriect. My
name and that of my wife appear on the
roll, but so far as I am aware the names
of Mr. Rodoreda and his wife do not ap-
pear, although it is understood that Mr.
Rodoreda will be the Labour eandidate for
Pilbara and no doubt will perform well at
the election.

I have as much right to retein my name
.on the Pilbara roll as Mr. Rodoreda wonld
have to be enrolled. If it is the intention
-of the Minister that the names of my wife
and myself shall be struck off the Pilbara
roll, T eonsider that would be quite indis-
creet. T shall be the member for Pilbara
until the day of the election and it will
then beg too late for me or any other mem-
ber to get his name on ancther roll. This

[34]

943

applies to practically every member of the
House. Some of the existing electorates
have been distributed over two or three
other electorates and the present names of
districts will disappear so that some mem-
bers will be seeking return for other seats.
I hope the Attorney General, when replying
to the debate, will clarify the position and
outline exactly what will oeeur if we agree
fo the amendment.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. R. Abbott—North Perth—in reply)
[5.6]: The provision is designed to enable
a member at his own option and only at his
own option to have his name transferred to
a distriet of another name if the new dis-
trict contains portion of his old one. Con-
sequently the member for Pilbara will ap-
preciate just what will cecur. I do not
intend to diseuss the merits or demerits of
the section of the Act beeause that is not
under consideration. What Y stated about
the member for Perth was quite right. His
electorate will go out of existence, but he
will still be nominally a member for a dis-
trict which, at the close of this Parliament,
will cease to exist. Therefore, if he seeks
election for a distriet of which his old one
forms pertion, he may be put on the roll.

Mr. What if he does not
stand ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Probably
the interpretation of the member for Roe-
bourne is correet, but we are here to deal
with the situation in a practical way and
that is the way the draftsman interpreted
the instructions of the Government. The
draftsman did his best to give effeet to 2
simple request and-I consider that, from
a practical point of view, he has succeeded.
The position of the member for Pilbara is
quite clear, His name and that of his wife
may remain on the Pilbara roll and they
may vote in that distriet or transfer fo Mt.
Hawtharn, if he resides in that distriet.

Rodoreda:

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill,

- 'Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—Amendmenf of Section 17:
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Mr. RODOREDA : The Minister said that
this was a practical way of meeting the
situation and that the draftsman had done
his best to earry out the instructions of the
Government.

Hon. F. J. 8, Wise: If the instructions
were as clear as the Minister’s statement,
no wonder he did not sneeeed.

Mr. RODOREDA: If the instructions
were no clearer than the amendment, it is
a sorry lookout for us. I can visualise a
very simple amendment to achieve what the
Government desires. Let me point out what
will happen if the amendment be agreed
to. Nothing in the amendment could pre-
vent the member for Pilbara from retain-
ing his name on the roll for that distriet.

The Attorney General: Have yon any
objection to that?

Mr. RODOREDA: Not in the least.
Under the amendment, my name and that
of my wife, which have been struck off the
roll, will he restored. This means that I
could normally expect to get four votes in
my favour, beecause the present member for
Pilbara would not have time to get his
name on the roll for the district he proposes
to contest. Is that fair?

The Attorney General: I counld willingly
have adopted that attitude, but I did not.

Mr. RODOREDA: Np, the Minister
dodged the issue, Other members will have
the same experience.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The Minister may not

* be a candidate yet.

Mr. RODOREDA: We shall know in the
morning whether he will be with us again.
A member might not wish to get his name
on a particular roll; he might desire to give
two votes to a fellow member. The position
is farcical. I ask the Minister to report
progress and get an amendment drafted
that will earry out his intention.

Progress reported.

BILL—PRICES CONTROL ACT

AMENDMENT (CONTINUANCE).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 26th July.

HON. A. B. 3. HAWEKE (Northam)
[615]: The object of this Bill is to extend
the existing legislation controlling prices in
this State from the 31st December of this

,
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yesr unti]l the 31st December, 1950. Al-
though in my opinion the legislation which
Parliament passed in 1939 and which is still
on the statute book is better than that with
which we are now dealing, the Government
indicated last year that it was not prepared
to proclaim the former legislation, but would
insist on passing this new legislation, which
has now been in foree for roughly 12
months. In speaking to the Bill now before
the House, the Attorney Genersl gave us a
fair amount of information regarding the
movement of contrelled prices in the State
during the time the present legislation has
been.in force. He also told us of the various
conferences whick have been held in the
Eastern States at which were present the
Ministers for Prices of the varions States.
Notwithstanding that the information the
Attorney General gave us wag interesting
and informative, it did not provide the
House or the State with what in my opinion
is vital information urgently required to be
made available at least to members of Par-
liament at this time.

The Minister seems to be perfectly satis-
fied with the present system of control; he
appears to think that no better system can
be devised and apparently believes that
prices have been kept as low as it was pos-
sible to keep them during the time this legis-
lation has been in force. The fact that price
levels have risen only by a certain percent-
age in this period is not necessarily proof
that the legislation has been completely
effective, or even very effective. In order
to judge the degree of its effectiveness, we
require much more information than was
given us by the Minister. For instance, how
ean we possibly be in a position to judge
whether the price of jum should have risen
by, say, 10 per cent. during the past 12
months? It is true that the Attorney Gen-
eral told ws that a considerable number of
checks had been made by the officers of the
department. He said that 3,090 checks upon
prices had heen made from the 20th Septem-
ber, 1948, to the 31st May, 1949, and that
509 per month were being made at present.

While that information is interesting, ‘it
does not assist us in zseertaining whether
the price increases which were authorised
should have been amthorised to the extent
they were. The Attorney General could
have been mueh more helpful to us had he
told us the results of the checks and inves-
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tigations made by the officers. We should
have before us informastion regarding the
number and the nature of the breacheg which
were discovered and the names of the firms
that committed those breaches. We should
kmow the number of prosecutions recom-
mended, the nature of the breaches and the
names of the firms concerned, and in addi-
tion the decisions of the Attorney General
upon those recommendations. We might
also have had the numbers of the prosecu-
tiong launched and the decisions upon them
by the various magistrates. We might also
bave had information giving the names of
the firms and businessmen who wers found
guilty of having committed breaches of this
legislation.

The Attorney Genersl: They have already
appeared in the Press, of conrse.

Hon. A, B. G. HAWKE: I doubt whether
all of them appeared in the Press, Some
of these offences were committed in the
country and, whilst they might have been
reported in a small country newspaper, they
certainly would not appear in “The West
Australian.” Not knowing the number of
prosecutions launched under the Aet and the
regulations, it is not possible for us to as-
certain either the names of the firms con-
cerned or the natuke of the bresches com-
mitted by them. TUnless we have those
particulars, knowledge about the number of
prosecutions ang the firms prosecuted could
be misleading. For instance, officers of the
Prices Department visited Nortbam some
months ago. The local people were pleaged
to learn of the tisit, because they believed
a number of breaches would be discovered
in conneetion with the sale of essential com-
modities and that such discovery would lead
to "prosecutions and subsequently to the re-
duction of the prices of those commodities.

So far as I was able to ascertain, the only
persons or firms prosecuted as & result of
the visit of those officers were the publicaus,
all of whom were prosecuted for having put
into each glass about a teaspoonful less beer
than should have been put in it. Tf that is
the manner in which prices legislation is
being administered, policed and enforeed“in
this State, there is something radieally
wrong, because that kind of administration
reduces the whole thing very nearly to the
level of a farce, and almost leads people to
believe that the general run of businessmen
eould be exempted from close attention by
the administration and probably exzempted

®

945

from anything in the nature of a prosecu-
tion,

I am aware that some people in the com-
munity consider beer to be the most essential
commodity of all, but they are in the minor-
ity. The great majority regard essential
foodstoffs and, to a lesser degree, essential
items of clothing and footwear, as the vital
commodities.- Consequently, they are
anxzious that the prices charged for them
should be severely controlled and policed
in the interests of consumers generally. I
have watched the newspapers, especially
““The West Australian,’’ very carcfully
over the years to obtain information about
prosecutions launched for breaches of the
Act and regulations. I suppose other mem-
bers have done likewise. If so, they will,
with me, doubtless be extremely surprised
at the small number—the infinitesimal
nuinber—of business firms of any Conse-
quence who have been prosecnted.

The Attorney QGeneral: That is a very
nasty suggestion about reputable firms.

Hon. A. R. . HAWKE: I am afraid the
Attorney General is very worried in mind
and troubled in spirit today. I understand
it is a erucial day in his political existence,
and it is possible the events that are to take
place in the future are having an unbalane-
ing effcet upon his mind. I am not by the
wildest strefch of imagination seeking to
reflect on any business firm, large or small.

The Attorney General: I thought you
said you were surprised at the small num-
ber of offences being committed.

Hon, A. R, G. HAWKE: I did not say
that,

The Attorney General:
suggesting it?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I was not even
snggesting it. What I- said—and I repeat
this only for the benefit of the Attorney
General—was that I had been sarprised,
reading ‘‘The West Australian’’ day after
day, at the very'small, almost infinitesimal,
number of firms of any size which had been
prosecuted for breaehes of the prices con-
trol system. T am sure, Mr. Speaker, you
very quickly realise that if I were indirecily
trying to cast any reflection, it was upon
the Attorney General himself and not upon
any business firm.

The Attorney General: You could not
have one without the other, could you?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Businesg firms
can only be prosecuted for breaches of this

Were you not
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system if the administration responsible
for policing it is vigilant enough to dis-
cover breaches which these firms commit
from time to time; and the administration
is under the direet control, we hope, of the
Attorney Qeneral. Se, if the business firms
of which I speak have committed breaches
of the prices system, and the breaches are
not discovered and reported, the responsi-
bility is not in any way theirs, but that of
the Attorney General and his officers.
The Attorney (eneral: The big firms, and
others have been surprisingly honest.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: It is most in-
teresting for the Attorney (emeral to de-
clare to us that these big firms have been
surprisingly honest.

The Attorney General: I
others.”?

Hon. A. B. G. HAWKE: We know that
the Attorney General, by virtue of the faet
that he has been a praetising soliciter and,
I think, a barrister, in the metropolitan
area for years, would have had close con-
tact with these business firms over a long
period, and would know them, and their
methods and systems. Evidently the At-
torney (General expected them not only to
breach the prices control system, but to be
extremely and cunningly dishonest.

The Attorney General: Quite the reverse.,

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: During the first
part of my sentemce the Attorney (eneral
is studying something about the endorse-
ments for the Liberal Party for Mt. Lawley.
Midway through the sentence he drops the
paper, listens to the second half and then
ecomes in with an interjection which has no
relationship at all to what I was trying to
say. I will have to go over that point
again. 1 was saying that the Attorney
General has been a solicitor, and I believe a
barrister, in the metropolitan area for many
years, and, as a result, would have had close
contact and association with these business
concerns and the persong responsible for
their management. Consequently he would
know them well prior to thiz prices eon-
trol system coming into operation. He must
have expected that they wouldi be using
every device of a cunning type known to
the business world for the purpose of try-
ing either to breach the prices system, or to
get aronnd it. But evidently, as a result
of his experience, he has been relieved in

said “‘and
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mind, because he told us a few moments
ago, by way of interjection, that they had
been surprisingly honest.

I think that inferjection constitutes a
dreadful reflection upon the business com-
munity, in general, of the metropolitan
area, because the Attorney General would
not have been at all surprised at what he
deseribes as the honesty of the business eom-
munity of the city if he had not had good
reason previonsly to be extremely doubtful
about the honesty of the methods which some
of them, at least, have used in the past. In
my opinion there have been many more
breaches of the prices control system than
have been discovered. That is only natural.
I do not think anyone could devise a sys-
tem, and I am sure no-one eould devise an
administrative set-up, which would discover
every breach of the system. That would
be humanly impossible, but I very much
doubt whether the prices control system in
its administration has been as effective as
it should have been. But we do not know.
All we do, as consumers, is to pay the prices
demanded of us by the business community.

Members are aware of the fact that ris-
ing prices, followed by rising wages, have
constitated something which has given me
much more worry than any other sinszle
factor during the last two years. On pre-
vious occasions in this House I have tried
to stress the vital importanes of this proh-
lem so far as our people and our State are
concerned. I am positive, in my own mind,
that the Attorney Genera]l] has npo real
appreciation of the sericusnmess or danger
of the problem. I know the Premter, in
delivering his Budget speech the other even-
ing, expressed the hope that by the end of
this financial year, inflationary tendencies
would have ceased and a movement in the
other direction have commenced. I would
like to have the same opinion as the Premier
on that point.

My feeling is that the movement of ris-
ing prices and wages will continue for much
longer than another eleven months unless
the problem is taken hold of in 2 very solid
way. I regard it as being serious enough
to warrant a seeret session of this House,
or of Parliament if that is thought neces-
sary. We_ ought to have a look at every
detail of the prices structure in this State,
from the bottom to the top. We should
mow much more than we ean possibly

-
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know as ordinary members of Parliament,
of the way prices are built up in respect of
commodities. =~ We are aware, even if we
have not had much practical experience in
the business world, of the way prices ecan
be inflated and enlarged, how this cost ean
be created, some other cost added and an-
other plussed up until the original manu-
facturing cost of an item becomes increased
twice, thrice, fivefold and in some cases as
much as tenfold. )

We know, too, from our practical experi-
ence over the years, that some persons and
firms get much more out of the final sale
priece of many commodities and articles than
their efforts warrant. We know all about
commissions, and all the rest of it. We
know all ahout the middle-men; or do we
know all about them? T do not think we
do actually. We onght to learn more about
their activitics and the burden they place
upon the priees structure, and more about
the influence which the share they unfairly
take has in raising wages and salaries, and
thus increasing the cost of produetion and
msking it thereby more difficult for industry
to carry on suceessfully, if at all. We ought
to decide, at this particular time, whether
we are going to make a genuine attempt to
study properly this inflationary problem to
the limit possible in a State like this.

I am sure if we could have a secret
session when we could have made available
to us, confidentially, the build-up of the
fina] retail prices of articles and ¢ommodi-
ties, we would, in respect 6f many of them,
be astonnded at the way the community is
exploited by men and firms who render little
or no service either in the production or
the distribution of the articles concerned.
I know we can, if we wish, just allow the
problem to take care of itself, more or less.
We can hope with the Premier, if we are
simple enough to do so, that this inflation-
ary process will somehow or other miracu-
lously come to an end on the 30th June,
1950. If we do that we will be living in 2
fool’s paradise, and putting our economy
in serious danger. Where does the Attorney
General think all this inflation'and upward
movement of prices and wages are going to
end ¥

The Attorney CGeneral: That is s world
problem. :
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Hon. A, R. G. HAWEKE: Of course it is
a world problem but are we less ecompetent
than the people of China, or Peru, or any-
where else, of having a good solid look at
the problem? Would we be less competent
than they, after we bave surveyed the
problem in every detail, to find  some
effective way of preventing this dangerons
movement of prices and wages from con-
tinaing? 1 am not one of those Australians,
or one of those Western Australians, who
stupidly thinks that all wisdom resides on
the other side of the world. Australia has
led the way in many directions in her short
history. It is not beyond the wit, know-
ledge or ingemmity of Australians perhaps
to lead the world in respeet to this prob-
lem.

Mr. Reynolds: Hear, hear!

Hon. A, R. G. HAWEE: We would be
worse than cowards if we failed to make
even an attempt. I feel so extremely wor-
ried about this problem that during the last
few moments I have advocated holding a
special secret session of this House for the
purpose of having placed before us, for our
study, complete details of how the price
structure of every essential commodity is
built up.

Mr. Reynolds: Why not move in that
direction ?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: If we are going
to continue as we have been doing, allow-
ing prices to Tise, allowing a 6s. inerease in
the basic wage to take place in one quarter
of the year, then undoubtedly inflation will
come to an end. But the end will be &
complete crash of our industries, our eco-
nomy and near insolvency for the Govern-
ment. We know from the speech of the
Treasurer when-introducing his Budget the
other evening, how this inflationary move-
ment has affected Stafe expenditure from
Consolidated Revenue.

I do not know exactly how much an in-
erease of 6s. per week in the basic wage
will cost the Railway Department but I
would not be surprised if it amounted to
£250,000 or more per year, There will be
correspondingly increased costs to other de-
partments beeause of that basic wage in-
crease. Does anyone in this Chamber think
that the basic wage has now reached its
top because it was inecreased by 6s. a week
in the last quarter? That rise brought the
basic wage in the metropolitan area to
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£6 13s. 2d. per week, which represenis a
rise of over 17s. per week during the last
12 months.

In fact the present Budget, as introduced
by the Premier, provides for increased
charges which inevitably will have the effect
of putting up prices and, in turn, again
putting up wages. This mad or vicions
circle, as it has been described over the
years, of prices rising and of wages chasing
them, sets up a continuous movement if it
is permitted to go on without any drastie
effort being made to bring it to an end.
It would be an easy thing for any Govern-
menf just to coniinue a prices comtrol sys-
tem which allowed the manufacturer a cer-
tain margin, the wholesaler a certain mar-
gin, agents certain margins, and finally the
retailers certain margins, That is easy.

It does not reguire any initiative or skill
or undue brain-power to sllow a system of
that kihd to operate. It has been operating
for tha last two years and especially for
the last year. I think the existing position
is sp serious and the prospects for the next
year 3o dangerous as to make it imperafive
that the Government or Parliament in this
State should study this problem of price in-
creases in great detail, with nothing held
back from us, and then decide whether the
dangers to our industries and to our eco-
nomy are not such as to warrant us as a
Parliament doing something drastic about
the existing margins of profit and perhaps,
too, about the profits which simply take in
the handling of eommodities when the right
to handle the commodities to get them to the
consumers is not necessary at all.

I suppose everyone of us, from our prae-
tical experience, knows all the different
arrangements which exist in trade and com-
merce, all the honourable undertakings of
how certain things must go through certain
additiona] channels in their roundabout pro-
cess of travelling from the manufacturers
to the consumers. T am positive the members
of this House representing the farming dis-
triets would know a great deal about that
matter. They would know how the prices
of motor trucks, tracters, farm machinery
of all kinds and other essentials needed by
the farmers are loaded up exorbitantly in
regard to the final price which the farmer
pays beeause of the parasites who muscle
in at some stage of the journey of these re-
quirements from the manufacturer to the
farmer.

"down where possible.
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Mr. Reynolds: My gc;odnoss, you are talk-
ing sense now!

Hon. A. R, G. HAWKE: 1 think the
least my very good friend the member for
Forrest can do, is to withdraw the word
“now.” I know the Deputy Premier is ex-
tremely well informed upon the problem of
which I am now speaking. I notice s ques-
tion which formerly, at any rate, worried
him considerably and caused him to make
up his mind that he would not only use his
best endeavours to get a lot of these people
off the farmers' backs if ever he was in a
position to do so, but to determine that he
would, no matter what obstruetions were put
in his way as a member of a Government,
insist that remedial action be taken and, if
he could not prevail upon the majority of
his colleagues in his Cabinet to support him,
he would walk out of the Cabinet. In “Tha
West Australian” of the 23rd January,
1947, there is a report of what is deseribed
ag a powerful attack on the Wise Govern-
ment by the then Leader of the Opposition,
Mr. Watts, at a public meeting at Mount
Hawthorn. This is one of the things he
said :—

The aim of the league was to reduce the cost
of living. Indirect taxation should be ecut
There were some un-
necessary channela of distribution between pro-
ducers and consumers whith inflate@ the
charges of goods and added to the costs of
living. We say that we will find out these un-

necessary people and these unnecessary costs
and take steps to remove them.

Hon. ¥, J. S. Wise: Who said that?
. Hon. J. B, Sleeman: His intentions might

have been good.

Mr. Marshall: He never thought he would
be up against Downing & Downing, though.

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE: I have sufficient
faith in the Deputy Premier to believe he
stil! holds strongly fo those beliefs.

Mr. Marshalt: I don't know; he has a
very slippery hold on them now.

Hon. A. R. G, HAWKE: The fact that
he has not been able to take the action which
he declared was necessary and which he still
knows is necessary, is because of fhe unholy
political alliance in which he happens fo be
canght up, That has put him into a Govern-
ment, the majority of the members of which
would not, under any conditions, lif a figger
to interfere in any way with the profits and
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preserves of these people eondemned on the
occasion in question by the Deputy Premier,
who was then Leader of the Qpposition.

The Minister for Education: I think that
is purely supposititious, like a great deal
more of your peroraiions recently,

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Now thet the
Deputy Premier is not prepared to aceept
my expression of faith—

The Minister for Education: I am not
complaining about that; it is the last por-
tion of your remarks of which I am com-
plaining.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEKE: —in his belief

that the position was not as it was in 1947

before he became a Minster and, because
he says that my suggestions are based bn
supposition, I ask him point blank why he
has not done these things.

The Minister for Education: I think you
will find a lot of them have been done.

Mr Triat: What rot!

" Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: T happen to
represeni a distriet in which there is a large
number of farmers and I say it has not been
done, and I am sure the member for Wagin,
even the member for Beverley—

Mr, Reynolds: Ah! What a man!

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: —woul] agree
with me it has not been done. As a matter of
fact, farmers are being plundered today by
the middlemen, by the unneeessary men in
the field of trade and commerce in the same
way &s they have always been plundered.
Fancy agents, for instanee, petting £200
for tractors sold in their districts when it
does not need a fraction of effort to sell
them! Tractors, because they are so searce
and badly peeded, as soon as they become
available and are allocated by the Tractor
' Control Officer, are passed out immediately
to the farmers who are lucky enough to
have tractors allocated fo them.

The Attorney General: They have to be
serviced afterwards, of course.

Hon. A. R, G. HAWKE: The Attorney
Generel has raised another racket operating
in the field of trade and commeree which is
implemented in the machinery field, that be-
ing the servicing of those machines and the
charges imposed upon the farmers for the
servicing of them. I am hoping that as the
years go by, the farmers will continue their
support of the eooperative movement and
that they will go beyond the retail stores
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and will develop their own servicing system
for their agricultura] machines, 1 should
hope, too, that if there have to be agents to
handle tractors in country towns, the farm-
ers might be able to set up their own organi-
sations to do it.

Hon, F. J. 5. Wise: Would that be pos-
sible under a Coalition Government of this
sort?

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: If there were
an abundance of machines and salesmanship
were requived to sell them in competition,
the salesman doing the work would be en-
titled to be paid for his services, but it is
ludicrous that, in this period of shortages
in all types of farm machinery, the pre-war
charges in respect of sgencies should con-
tinpe, I am urging very strongly that we
should take worthwhile action to grapple
with this problem of contihuously rising
prices followed by continuously rising
wages. If we do not, then urdoubtedly the
fina] episode will be an econdmic crash,

Speaking of our secondary industries, we

know how much they are at a disadvantage
in normal times owing to the eompetition of
similar industries in the Eastern States. If
we are just going to allow the prices of
commodities and wages to rise, and the rise
in wages to be another justification for a
further rise in prices, and with that further
rise in prices inevitably bringing about a
further rise in wages, that mad, vicious
cirele will undoubtedly bring us sooner of
later—and not much later—to a complete
economic erash.
- I should hope that if a secret session of
the type I have suggested could be held, we
could not only study the question’ of the
prices structure in complete detail, but
could also subsequently discuss the related
question of wages and salaries,

Hon. J. T, Tonkin: The Government can-
not afford time for a geeret session.

Hon. A. R, G. HAWKE:: If given the op-
portunity, I believe we could devise ways
and means by whieh, for a period of years
at any rate, we could arrest this alarming
inflationary movement, If we could arrest
it for only three years, world conditions by
that time might have settled down consider-
ably compared with what they are today and
we might find a world-wide cessation of the
inflationary movement and, in its stead, a
movement {o some extent in the opposite
direction. I appreciate only too well that the
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tremendous war costs incurred by various
countries have to be borne by us and by
posterity. I am aware that those costs have
to be recovered year by year through taxa-
tion, and that taxation is a charge npon
the cost of production and has to” be re-
covered in the prieces at which goods are
sold to the people. I know that the wage
earner must have remuneration sufficiently
high to enable him reasonably to purchase
for himself and his dependants the Tecessi-
ties of life and, I should hope, a reasonable
measure of the ecomforts of life in these
days of mass and scientific produetion.

The suggestion I have made should not
be brushed aside as being too diffieult of
aceeptance bry the Government. I hope that
Ministers will neot display feelings of
supreme tenderness for certain sections of
the trade and commerce strneture of the
State, I hope no member of the Gov-
ernment will feel that, if a secret session
were held, some traders might fear that
confidentia! information touching their
affairs would be available to members of
the Labour Party, for instanee. In a seeret
gession of the sort, names of firms need not
be mentioned, bu} could be listed as A, B,
C., and D, or designated by numbers. Then
we conld be shown the costs right from the

beginning where the raw materials enter '

the factories, the charges necessarily added
in the process of manufacture, the price at
wwhich the article is sold at the factory
door, the ecosts of transport, whether the
goods are delivered to a wholesaler or direct
to a retailer, just how many middlemen
come between the manufaeturer gnd the re-
tailer, and the margins of prefit made by all
of those people. I think we could have
given to us & complete and vivid picture of
the price strueture, and of what is fair,
reasonable and necessary within it, as well
as the surplus cost whieh is loaded on to
the price of goods for services rendered,
which services—if they are necessary at
all—are tremendously overpaid.

The Attorney General: Would not wage-
pecging have to eome into such an inguiry?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I said a short
time ago that affer we had elearly and com-
pletely examined the prices structure, we
should, in trying to devise ways and means
of controlling prices better, also give
earnest consideration to the control of
wages and salaries, in order that we mighf
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at least for a period of three years en-
deavour to establish a stable economic sys-
tem in the State and thus give industry a
chance not only to suecceed, but more im-
portantly a chance also to save itself from
destruction.

I am convinced in my own mind that our
industries, as well ag our community activi-
ties, are in grave danger of being finaneially
wrecked if the present system of rising
prices, followed automatically by rising
wages, is allowed to continue for another
year or so. In the eircumstances, I support
the second reading of the Bill; but I make
the earnest plea to the Government to econ-
sider seriously the suggestion I have made.
I hope that in considering it, the Govern-
ment will see merit in it, accept it and
convene a seeret session of Parliament to
study this question much more closely.

MR. HEGNEY (Pilbara) [6.10]: When
the Attorney General iniroduced this Bill
he made a strong, but unsuccessful, effort
to convince the House that he had made an
unqualified suceess of his administration of
this legislation since the State took over
price-fixing control last year. He tried to
convinee the House that the administration
was adequate and efficient, that there were
encugh inspectors and that there was no
room for improvement in the control. I
propose to' show that the administration is
not all that could be desired. The Minister
has either demonstrated a serious neglect
of the administration of the department or
he is standing aside with the idea of sabotag-
ing the Act. I say this because of the sfate-
ments made by members of both sections
of the Government on the prices referendum.
Although they indicated that prices would
be eontrolled, we know they will do every-
thing possihle when the time is opportune
to get rid of prices control altogether, and
the opportunity will be from their point of
view, not from the point of view of the
pecple.

The Minister for Education: I showed yon
the other night that State control was just

as effective as Commonwealth control had
been. You cannot deny that.

Mr. HEGNEY: I do not usually reply
to interjections, but T hope to show hefore
I conclude that the Minister is not correct
in making that interjection. Shortly after
the Act was passed last year—I think on
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the 29th or 30th October—a conference of
Prices Ministers was held in the Eastern
States and a number of items were decon-
trolled. Mr. Finnan, who was the chair-
man, made the following statement, which
appeared in “The West Australian” of the
30th October, 1948:—

There was still a real danger of a spiralling
increase in the cost ofrliving. There were de-
mands for price increases from many quarters,
but the job of the State Prices Ministers was
to protect the consumers, One of the most
disappointing features was the number of in-
croases on goods which the State Ministers had
regarded as being in such plentiful supply as
to be no longer in need of control.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise called atfention to
the state of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. HEGNEY: It will be seen from the
statement I have read that no sooner had
controls been lifted from certain commodi-
ties—as a matter of fact, before the ink was
dry on the statntes—s number of goods
were increased in price and the chairman of
the conference of State Prices Ministers
rightly indicated tthat it was the funetion
of those Ministers to protect the consuming
public,

Before I proceed further along these lines
I desire to draw the attention of the House
to the entire lack of regulations promul-
gated under the provisions of the Act. When
the Bill was heing introduced and debated
last year, I persistently requested—and other
members did the same—that a copy of the
Commonwealth regulations should be made
availesble. The Minister was not able to
supply mempers with copies of those regula-
tions. In the Aect, provision is made for
the operation of the Commonwealth regula-
tions until such time as the Government
brings down regulations appropriate té the
State Act. Although I have made inquiries
from time to time and although the Act came
into operation on the 20th September, 1948,
nearly twelve months ago, no regulations
have yet been tabled nor have.they been
gazetted by the Minister.

The Attorney General: T have been making
a big effort to get them printed.

Mr. HEGNEY: The Minister has been
making a big effort! Nearly twelve months
have elapsed and the results of his efforts
are practically nil. I suggest that if the
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Minister were honest he would say that he
made a very feeble effort, if he made any
effort at all. In reference to an Aet of this
kind—one of the most important plzced on
the statute book—the Minister tells us,
nearly twelve months after the measure was
passed, that he has made efforts to have the
regulations implemented so far as this State
is concerned. It ig an absolute seandal, and
one way to sabotage——1I nse the word in its
full sense—the effective operation of this
Act. There is quite a long section dealing
with the regulations which will be in vogue
until appropriate regulations are gazetted
by the State. From that time until now
the Government has apparently not seen
fit to submit appropriate regulations in ac-
cordance with that Aet. Subsection (2) of
Section 14 of the Aet provides that—
Until regulations relating to any matter—
(i) are made pursuant to the provisions
of the last preceding subsection;
(ii) are published in the Gazette; and
(iii) are laid before hoth Houses of Parlia-
ment ag required by section thirty

six of the Interpretation Act, 1918-
1838; and

(iv) are no longer liable to be disallowed

the Commonwealth Regulations with appro-
priate adaptations ghall, subject to the provi-
siong of and by force of this Act, take effect
and have the foree of law rélating to that
matter from and after the commencement of
this Act as if they were regulations made
under the provisions of the last preceding sub-
seetion and validly promulgated and not dis-
allowed.
Can the Minister tell us how many copies
of the Commonwealth regulations are avail-
able? What efforts has he made to see that
the regulations are printed and duly tabled?
The Premier told us the other day, or he
indicated, that the Government is endeavour-
ing to close this session as soon as possible,
and it is quite likely that this session as well
as last gession will have expired before we
have been able to peruse any of the regula-
tions and know what they contain. The
Minister has shown 2z wonderful lack of
enthusiasm in not seeing that the requisite
regulations were drawn up and duly tabled.
In “The West Australisn” of the 20th
August, 1948, the following appeared it a
leading article:—

Under the method adopted in the West Aua-
tralian Bill as introduced by the Attornex
General (Mr, Abboit) the Commonwealth regu-
lationa to be taken over en bloe are not subject

to Parliamentary examination during, the
Qebate.
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We did not have the opportunity and this
House was_not extended the courtesy of
being able to examine the regulations ag they
then existed under the Commonweslth law.
The article goes on—

On that particular point the Leader of the
Opposition (Mr. Wise) and other members of
his party have been able to bring forward
some cogent criticism. The Government is also
denying itself the benefit of econstructive
parliamentary discussion on specific aspects of
the Commonwealth regulations in advance of
the further conference of the States at the end
of this month. While the West Awustrallan
Government might well have found the parlia-
mentary time for such diseussion, it must also
be coneeded that it should have an effective
Control Act on the Statute Book when the
Commonwealth hands over,

There is clear intention in the Bill that new
Btate regulations will replace the Common-
wealth fegulations when they are worked out
to conform to the conditions and the best in-
terests of our own State in collaboration with
the other States. The main objections of the
Opposition to the Bill will retain real force onliy
if there is undue delay in honowring this pro-
mise. State regulaticms snperseding the exist-
ing Commonwealth system will, of course, be
subject to debate and disallowance when tabled
in Parliament. There i obvious need both
for that safeguard and for the amendment
foreshadowed by the Acting-Premier (Mr.
Watts) to ensure that there shall be no break-
down of effective control administration during
a period between the possible disallowance of a
new State regulation in either House and the
framing of an acceptable substitute.

«Phe Wegt Australian” whieh, after all, is
the monthpiece of the Liberal Party, indi-
cated that regulations were necessary. I
repeat, that from last August or September,
when the Act was passed, there has been no
submission to this House of the appropriate
and neeessary regulations in accordance with
its provisions. I would like the Minister
when replying to the debate to ouiline what
efforts he made, and what obstacles were in
the road of tabling these regulations for the
benefit of members, und of consumers and
traders throughout Weslern Australia.

I want to deal for a few moments with
another aspect of priece-fixing, I have asked
a series of questions of the Attorney Gen-
eral with respect to the operation of the
Act, and he has indieated that the number
of inspeetors has been reduced from 111 to
71. He is satisfied, aceording to hjs replies
to other questiond, that the Prices Control
Act is heine administered and implemented
with all dne efficienry. T also asked the
Attorrey  (ienera]l whether he kmew that

ad.
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blackmarketing was going on in connection
with certain commodities, He was not aware
of that. I propose to deal with that aspect
of our price-fixing legislation during my
remarks,

I will turn now to the statement I made
when the Estimates were being discussed
last year—I think on the 3rd November—
when I mentioned certain phases of the
price-fixing legislation. I indicated that =s
soon as Parliament rose, the Government
would put the soft pedal on price-fixing and
would have no hesitation in sabotaging the
effective adminisiration of the department,
and so make the measure and regulations
innoewous. I also stated that the Liberal
Party and the Government would try to
throw off all controls as soon as they pos-
sibly could, and that the basic wage would
rise in accordance with the industrial laws
of ‘the State, by at least 10s. or 155. a week.
But the Premier, in more than one interjec-
tion, suggested that I was a false prophet.

We will see who the false prophet was.
I made the definite statement which appears
in “Hansard” of the 3rd November last,
that the Government would not worry about
protecting the interests of the consumers
once Parliament haq risen, and that in ae-
cordance with the inereased price of com-
modities wages would necessarily increase.
The Premier interjeected and said I was a
false prophet. The posilion is that when the
referendum was earried on the 19th May,
1948, the basic wage under the State law
was £5 15s. 9d. On the 26th July, when the
Bill was introduced, it was £56 17s. 5d. We
find that the basje wage has progressively -
increased as follows:—

£ s d
1st November, 1948 6 1 7
9th February, 1949 6 4 9
2nd May, 1949 .. 6 7 1
22nd July, 1949 _. 613 2

If we compare the basic wage at the time
of the referendum with today we find there
is an increase, not of 10s. a week, but 17s.
I will go one further and say that if
a comparison is made hetween the time the
Aet was passed and now, we find the basic
wage has inereased by 153s. 9d. per week.
One could see, without beinz a prophet, that
no other position could arise; that there
wonld be an increase in the basiec wage once
.the Government had got Parliament into
recess. But the Premier, in his genial way,
just lent aeross and said, “A false prophet.



[4 Avcust, 1949.)

Your forecast is wide of the mark.” Im
other words he suggested I did not know
what 1 was talking sbuut.

The position now is that 1 have been
proved to be the prophet, apd the Premier
the false prophet, The figures I have quoted
are not my own, but those of the State
Arbitration Court. They are declared by the
President of the Court after reeeiving re-
liable and up-to-date statistics from the
Statistieian, I have said that prices have
inereased. Wages have risen because prices
have increased, and under the present indus-
tria] arbitration law wages must continue to
inereass while there is an increase in pribes.
The Attorney General, who introduced the
Bill, tried to give the impression that prices
inereased becanse wages were on the up-
grade. But anyone who undersiands the
A.B.C. of economics knows that wages are
continnally chasing priees, and not vice
versa. Yet we have the Attorney General
trying to blame the 40-hour week, and in-
crepsing wages, for the increrse in prices.

But there was no talk in 1948 of any in-
erense in wages, or obstacle to prevent the
Government from cffectively controlling
prices if the referendum were defeated. The
people werg told that prices and rents would
be effectively controlled once Commonwealth
jurisdietion ceased. The basic wage figures
1 have quoted amount to irrefutable evidenee
that the Government has not been able fo
control and stabilise price-fixing in this
State, We were also told that prices of
otber commodities and serviees would not
inerease. But 1 find the Government has
been obliged to increase tram and irolley-
bus fares by 25 per cent. and 33-1/3 per
cent, Some time ago it increased the price
of electricity, and quite recently it has in-
creased transport charges genmerally in the
way of fares and freights. But there was
no talk of increasing the costs of services
or prices when the referendum was held last
vear. The Government then said it would
be able to control prices very effectively if
the Canberra control ceased.

I wish at this stage to quote from an
advertisement which appeared m “The West
Australian” of the 7th March, 1948. T do
not propose to read it all. Some of it I
will deal with during the Estimates, Tt
would be a little out of order to do so now
becaunse it does not deal with prices. Some,
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however, does. The advertisement was am-
thorised by the Liberal Party, and the por-
tion I wish to refer to is as follows:—

A message tp ‘'Strap-hangers’’ (or ‘‘The
Sardines of Wise’'). Consider our trams!
They are obsolete] They are dirty! They are
overerowded!

And sp it goes on, and then we come to
this—

Labour again promises you the world but

its head is too far in the clouds and its
manoeuvres too close to the wind. In 1947 (as
in 1943) it talks airily of spemding millions
but the stark truth iz that Labour cannot even
provide its people with a decent and comfort-
able threepenmy tram ride.
Since that was published and since the re-
ferendum was held, the Government has
found that it has had to increase the cost
of the 34. tram ride. There are now
twice as many strap-bangers and the trams
are just as dirty, Another ecutting from
**The West Australian,”’ dated the 6th
Marech, 1947, states—

The Arbitration Court gives, but the Labour
Government takee away. Housewivea! A word
ahout that 5s. increase in the basic wage. How
Labour robs the worker. The Liberals will
fight for higher wages and reduced costa.

As I have said, costs have increased and
practically no article of consequence has
decreased in price sinee the referendum -or
since thiz Government tock office. That ad-
vertisement suggests that the people shonld
give the Liberals a cehance to show what
they can do. I was one of those who be-
lieved that, after a period of Labour Gov-
ernment, the Liberal-Country Party Gov-
ernment should be given a chance to show
what it eonld do. If members opposite
speak honestly they will agree that members
on this side of the Chamber have given
them every chance over the past two years,
and have been moderate and constructive
in their eriticism and advice to the Gov-
ernment and its followers. The Govern-
ment has been given every chance and I
think that after two years it has been
weighed in the balance and found wanting.

Mr. Leslie: Take the marble out of your
cheel,

Mr. HEGNEY: If the genileman from
Mukinbrdin would keep quiet he would
hear some more. T come now {o another
aspect of price-fixing in relation to which
the Government and the Minister control-
ling this department bave fallen down on
the job. Where is the Minister at present?
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The Minister for Housing: I am bis
deputy.

Mr. HEGNEY : I will refer now to meat.
For some time past I have been endeavour-
ing to induce the Minister to see to it that
the regulations are enforced, and to ensure
that price lists are exhibited prominently
in all retail butehers’ shops so that the con-
sumers may know the prices at which they
are purchasing meat and whether they are
being exploited. It is a real problem and
goes deeper than the average man thinks.
I feel sure that the Government is not
seized of its responsibility in regard to the
prices that people are paying for meaf to-
day. Ever since the referendum there has
been an npward trend in the price of meat.
In ‘“The West Aunstralian’’ of the 1st Nov-
ember, 1948, reference was made to the in-
erease in the price of meat. On the 13th
April, 1949, there appeared in ‘‘The West
Australian’’ a long list of prepared meats,
the prices of the majority of which had
heen increased. On the 30th April, 1949,
there appeared in the ‘‘Daily News’' an
article with the heading—

Sharp Increases in Price of Perth ‘Meat.

In the ‘‘Daily News’' on the 2nd May,
1949, reference was made to the lifting of
price control with respeet to meat. The
heading is—

Perth Meat Buyer Urges Lifting of Price
Control,

And the artiele reads—

Complete decontrol of meat prices was the
only solution to the meat problem, said Seere-
tary H. B. Halvorsen of the W.A. Livestock
Buyers’ Association today. ‘¢The present set-
up, in which there is no limit to the price the
wholesale butcher has to pay for livestock, but
there is a limit to the price at which he can
sell the meat to the retail butcher, has meant
that the wholesale butcher has been lesing all
along the line. With the laws of supply and
demand operating freely, the public wauid get
meat at a price at least npo higher than at
present, and quality and service would come
into their gwn again. Blackmarkets flourish
when there are controls—without controls
. there could be no blackmarket.’’

Said President Len Pethick of ‘the Meat and
Allied Trades Federation: ‘‘ The price increase
is unfortunate hut I can'’t sec any possibility
of it being otherwise at present. Meat is
always scarce at this time of year and this
year the position i3 worse than usual’’

In “*The West Australian’” of the 1st
Augnst, 1948, appears the following:

No Meat to Sell. Goldfields Butehera'
Difficulties. Tt is understood that no butcher

shops will be open in Kalgoorlie or Boulder to-
morrow, all meat available having been sold
long before mid-day yesterday.

It goes on to explain that a meeting of
Goldfields butchers had taken place gnd that
members hoped to meet the Premier who
no doubt would solve the whole problem as
ususl. Under the sub-heading of ‘‘Black
Market or Insolvency’’ there appesrs the
following :—

Adrvice that nong of the Kalgoorlie butchers
would open for business today had been con-
veyed to him by telephone, the President of
the W.A. Division of the Meat and Allied
Trades Federation, Mr. L. Pethick, said last
night. Kalgcorlie butchers in common with
metropolitan butchers had been forced to buy
livestock at a price ‘which, when the animal
was slaughtered, was far in excess of the legiti-
mate wholesale ceiling price, Mr. Pethick said.
For years the Prices Branch has advoeated
that once the ceiling price was uxceeded,
butehers should cease to bid, This was actually
what the Kalgoorlie butchers have done and
the result was that the people of the Gold-
flelds were deprived of an essential commodity.
For many months, said Mr. Pethick, country
and metropolitan retailers had been losing
heavily through the excessive price of livestock.
If this continued they had two alternatives—
the black market for meat or insolvenecy. To
the Kalgoorlie butchers and many metropolitan
butchers neither of these alternatives "was
acceptable. It was an intolerable situation
and should not be allowed to comtinue. The
Meat and Allied Trades Federation throughout
Australia had eonsistently advocated decontrol
of meat. Until this was done, temporary
breakdowns sueh as that at Kalgoorlie were
inevitable.

Thai is one aspeet of the black market,
and I will give one or two other instances
before leaving that point, There is more
than one way of robbing the people. On
the Tth April, 1949, there appeared in the
“‘Daily News’’ an artiele headed ‘‘Ineorrect
Scales.”’ Tt states—

Two city hutchers were fined in Perth Police
Court today for having had incorreet scales on

their premises. They are W. Pope & Coy. and
Pope & Aylett, hoth of Murray-street, Perth.

Both pleaded guilty. W. Pope & Coy, were
fined 10z, for having had two incorvect
seales. Pope & Aylett were fined £3 for

having had three incorrect secales.

That is the position regarding the black-
marketing of meat. Only the other day I
asked for a pound of short loin chops in
& Perth butcher’s shop. T knew the fixed
price was 1s. 4d. When the assistant went
to wrap up the meat he said, “1s. 9d.” 1
asked him ‘‘Do you know the fixed price
nf this meat is-1s. 44.?*" He said, ‘*Yes,
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but you had better see the boss. Those
are my instructions.”’ I saw the boss, who
said, *‘T will make out a ticket for you.”
I know that is not an isolated ease. I know
that meat is sold at a price far and away
above the fixed price. I challenge the Min-
ister to prove me wrong when I tell him
that there are shops in Perth where no
price lists are displayed. When I asked
a question the other day as to whether he
was aware that a black market existed in
regard to the price of meat, he said he did
not know. All the butchers know, and prac-
tically everyone in Western Anstralia
knows as well. Who is going to protect
the interests of the eonsumers?

While deeling with this aspect of black-
marketing and priee-fixing, I propose to
refer to another gem—if I may call it that
—which appeared in “The West Australian”
of the 28th May, 1948. I say now, and I
say unequivoeally, that this type of adver-
tisement is seurrilous and despieable and it
appears under the autherity of Mr. Palmer,
of 115 St. George’s-terrace, Perth, the see-
retary of the Liberal Party. I repeat, it
is scurrilous and despicable. There appears
a cartoon of Mr. Chifley, a ¢communist being
depicted on one side of him and a black-
marketer on the other side.

Mr. Hoar: Where is the Attorney Gen-
eral?

Mr. HEGNEY : Members of the Liberal
Party should hang their heads in shame
because such an advertisement appears
under the nam® of that Party. The adver-
tisement states—

The Yes-Men.

Leading the ‘“Yes?’ vote in the Prices
Referendum will be the Communists, the Black
Marketeers and Chifley’s Canberra Power-
chasgers.

The Communists will vole ¢‘Yes'’ because
they favour dietatorship.

The Chifley socialists will vote ‘‘Yes’' be-
cause thev favour centraliced control which is a
form of diectatorship.

The Blackmarketeers will vote ‘‘¥Yes’’ be-
cause they were BORN under Canberra control
and THRIVE under it. They FEAR ‘‘State’’
Control becanse it is more direetly under the
control of the people.

These are the unholy trimity of ¢“Yes-Men”’
whp will combine to fasten the fetters of dicta-
torial comtrol on the people of Australia.

That is a statement made—not so long ago—

by the secretary of the Liberal Party on be-
half of the Liberal Party of Australin. Yei

.
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today we find that blackmarketing is ram-
pant and the Attorney General has been in
control of the Prices Branch for approxi-
mately twelve months, He does not know,
or pretends he does not know, mueh about
the blackmarketing that is going on. What
has he done? I challenge him fo tell the
House what he has done to ‘prevent black-
marketing.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do not be rough on
him! ’

Mr. HEGNEY: He has not done any-
thing, as far as I can see but, by his in-
activity and neglect, he has allowed biaek-
marketing to go almost unrestricted. In
“The West Australian” the other day there
was another reference to profiteering in the
sale of meat. That has been going on for
some considerable time, and I say quite def-
initely that no notice has been taken by a
great number of people of the price-lists
published in “The West Australian.” The
price-lists, showing the various types of meat
and their prices, have not been exhibited in
the shops and consequently the average per-
son is not certain of the price he should be
paying for his meat. The time is overdne
when people should know just what ‘they
have to pay for meat, as well as for other
commodities.

I proceed now to deal with another charge
of blackmarketing made on behelf of the
Liberal Party against the Labour movement.
This occurred two years ago during the
State election campaign. This appears in
“The West Australian” of the 26th Febru-
ary, 1947, and is headed, “Labour’s ‘Pie-
Crust’ Promises.” This seems most approp-
riate today, when we find that most of tha
promises made by the Liberal and Country
Parties two years mgo are of a piecrust
nature. The relevant seetion dealing with
prices is as follows:—

Labour’s Housing Racket.

That is a very strong word.

Here's a brilliant example of how the
Labour Government controls and price-fixing
have penalised home-seckers,

How Prices Rise with Wise.
Average 5-room timber house.

Cost in 1939 £531

Cost in 1946 .. £1,049
I invite the Minister for Housing, if he
eares to interject, to tell me what the cost
of a house like that would be today. I will
answer for him. It would eost nearer
£2,000 than £1,000. The article continues—
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The above figures were given in evidence by
aflicers of the Workers’ Homes Board before
the Arbitration Court on 10th February, 1947,

We bad no black market until we got a
Labour Government.

I challenge the Attorney General to wipe
out the black market existing in this State.
He has held his high and honourable office
for two years and has been Minister for
Decontro!—or 1 think Minister for Price
Increases would be a more apt term—since
1ast September, and I invite him to demon-
strate to the House, successfully, if he can,
which I doubt, just what his activities have
been with respect to the elimination of
blackmarketing, I do not propose to read in
detai] information in conneetion with the
sale of homes, but it is most relevant. As
members know, the cost of homes has a di-
rect influence on the cost of living and
wages. Only reeently the Minister for Lands
referred to blackmarketing as far as land
sales were concerned. Amongst other re-
merks, there appears this statement in “The
West Australian” of the 19th July, 1949—

Operations of Housing Price Racketeers.

Methods adopted by blackmarket racke-
teers to pgain high brices in the sales of
residential property were mentioned by the
Minister for Lands (Mr. Thorn) yesterday
when he moved the second reading of the
Land Sales Control Aect Amendment {(Con-
tipuance) Bill in the Legislative Assembly.
I do not propose to read in detail what the
Minister said, because members have an
idea what happened. Suffice it to say that
the position is so serious that a Select Com-
mittee is mow sifting and taking evidence
on blackmarketing that has been operating
for a long period in connection with the sale
of homes. I again invite the Minister to
let the House know just what he bas done
in that and other directions. I also invite
other members of the Ministry, too, to let
the House know what they have done to
squash this blackmarketing that has eropped
up over the years, Yet, when it suits them,
and they think they can gain a temporary
political advantage, they are prepared to
get down in the gutter to gain & few extra
votes or poison the minds of a few people
against their political opponents.

In a weak moment before tea, the Min-
ister for Edueation interjeeted and said that
the Government had made a2 great success
of price-fixing. I wish to follow through my
references to blackmarketing and see what
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effect it has on the basic wage that is de-
clared from time to time in this country.
I give the Minister for Edncation eredit
for being sound on occasions when he is
submitting his argument, but this oceasion
i an exeeption. Among other things, he
referred to the fact that the price leve] had
increased by a less severe percentage under
State eontrol than that which had operated
under Commonwealth jurisdiction, and he
implied that the index figures showed that
Western Australia was going along pretty
well. We find in the “Daily News” of the
20th July, 1949, this report which the Statis-
tician submitted for public consumption—
W.A, Was Top in June Quarter Price
. Spiral.

Canberra, Wednesday: Living costs in-
creased more in Western Austrelia during
the quarter ended June 30 than in any other
8tate. Compargd with the June quatter of
1948, the index shows these increases for
five towns in each State: Western Australia,
13.4; Tasmanja, 10.8; Victoria, 10.3; New
South Wales, 9.4; Queensland, 9.3; South
Australia, 9.1. The fignres show that the
cost of living is highest in Brokem Hill,
Next ¢come Kalgoorlie, Geraldton and Can-
berra. In the capital ecities, the cost of
living increased most in Perth (5.1 per cent.)
followed by Brisbane (3.3 per cent.) and
Melbourne (2.9 per cent.). The main eauses
were rises in clothing eosta in all States,
milk in New South Wales and Queensatand.
Bread in Victoria, and meat in Western
Australia,

There again is an indication that the legis-
lation in this State is not working as satis-
factorily as the Attorney General and the
Minister for Education would have us be-
lieve. I desire to refer for a few moments
to blackmarketing. As members know, the
basic wage in Western Australia, as in the
other States, is based on evidence largely
submitted by the statisticians, and it is
customary for the staff of the Statistician’s
office to visit retail traders in eertain towns
throughout the length and breadth of Aus-
traliz periodically and take the prices as
shown in those shops. TUnder the Census
and Statistics Act the traders are obliged
to supply specific and correct information
under penalty of a heavy fine. These em-
ployees of the Statistician’s office periodie-
ally ecollate these prices as to clothing,
varions kinds of groceries, boots and mis-
cellaneons items, including meat. ‘

When these statisticians visit the hutehers
in different towns they are supplied with
the fixed prices for meat and not the black
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market prices which this Government is al-
lowing to operate. Meat is an important
ingredient in the composition of the basie
wage in this State and in every other State
in the Commonwealth. For the benefit of
the House I will quote an extract from
Labour Report, 1947, No. 36, issued by the
Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statis-
tics at Canberra. This report shows how
important meat is as an ingredient in the
eomposition of the basic wage and the de-
termination of price levels in Western Aus-
tralin and in the other States. On page
15 of the report appears this—

The percentage distribution for Melbourne

in the base period was practically idemtical
with that of the six eapital cities as a whole,
and has contianed to be representative of
the relative movement of prices in .the
capital eities up to the present time. For
this and other reasons, therefors, the per-
centage distribution of the Melbourne
‘‘ppgregate expenditures’’ has been pub-
lished in previous issmes of this report and
these figures for the December quarter, 1947,
are shown in the second column of the table
for comparison with those of the base period
of 1923-1937:—
I want to explain here that the basic wage
is comprised of items such as food and cloth-
ing, housing and miscellaneous items. Under
this table food and groceries have been
itemised into—

{A)} Groceries,

(B) Dairy produce.

(C} Meat. .

{D) House rent
and the expenditure on those items for the
December quarter of 1947 is 12.53 per cent.
of the aggregate amount. This gives mem-
hers an indication as to how important meat
is in the make-up of the basic wage. The
basie wage is £6 13s. 2d. today, so one will get
an idea of what this means in effect fo the
wage earners whose basic wage is fixed by
the Arbitration Court on figures collecied
by the statisticians and supplied no doubt
by the retail-butchers in the various towns;
indicating that the fixed price is being
charged. The workers in this country are
being robbed of hundreds of thousands of
pounds as a result of the activity of the
Government in this regard. That is to say,
it is not ensuring that the meat is sold at
fixed prices and not at blackmarket prices.

(four and five rooms).

The Minister is sitling there with a self-
satisfied look and certain that his price-fxing
administration is a buge and unqualified
success. I would like to deal with another
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aspect of the priee-fixing legislation which,
to my mind, indicates to members on this
side of the House and to many people out-
side that the Governmen{ is not seriously
anxious to police and administer the Aet
which has been placed on the statute book.
I reiterate what I said last session that as
soon as this Government, from its point of
view, finds it -opportune to get out from
under it will tear the Act to pieces and the
regulations with it. But it is not prepared
to do it now: because it is not in a very
suitable position to do so. However, if the
time came when it was able to get a clear
<majority it would have np hesitatien in
sabotaging completely the administration of
this Act.

Mr. May: What would be done with the
Minister ?

Mr. HEGNEY: I am one of those who
believe that there must be some control of
certain commodities all the time. That is,
if wages are to be conirolled by an Arhi-
fration Court then there must be some per-
manent control of certain commodities which
the people continually require, Because, if
we do not do that the purchasing power of
the pound will continue to decrease, It is
only natural that the basie wage, although
rominally increasing, will be reduded in
respect to the purchasing power of the
pound. To demonstrate my point ¥ will
quote the remarks of Mr. Dunphy, the Pre-
sident of the Arbitration Court, when he
delivered his judgment on the interim de-
claration of the basic wage on the 26ih
February, 1947—

Basic wage mmcreases depend upon and
follow rises in price levels,
and this may he of interest to the Attorney
General who tried to indicate to us that
prices were chasing wages—
and a eriticism commonly levelled at a
basic wage increase is that no real benefit
accrues because the cust of the inercase is
auntomatically added to the price of commaodi-
ties thereby passing back ta the corsumer
whose wages bave just been increased. Tnm
this State where we have reason to pride
oursslves on a generally sane industrial out-
look 1 believe the majority of workers are
more interested in real wages than in high
wages. A high monetary wage is useless
uniess a worker can get value for his money
so that a basic wage increase which in-

creases prices all round is not a real increase
at all,

At the present moment the increage I now
propose to authorise is granted under cir-
cumstances differing from those existing at
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the time of any previous declaration. The
Australian economy now hae, as one of its
regulators, a price-fixing system which has
been jmplemented in the war years and
which, taken all round, has been reasonably
snccessfol in Western Australis. The com-
bination of functions between a wage-fixing
tribunal and a pricefixing authority is
theoretically an ideal system depending for
its effectiveness upon the efficiency of both.

Never before in the history of the basic
wage has the Court’s declaration upon
general inquiry been supported by the essen-
tial safeguards of price fixation. From the
avidence submitted to the Commoanwealth
Court and re-presented to this Court it
appeara certain that some of the cost of the
inerease will be absorbed and some passed
on to the consuming public, but the efficacy
of the price-fixing system in its relation to
the protection of real wage standards will
be tested as the result of our present
declaration.

This quoiation indieates that the fixing of
the priees of certain commodities is essential.
Doubtless the argument will be advanced,
probably by the Attorney General, that where
certain commodities are in full supply there
is no need for any conirol, but I would
remind him that for a long time competi-
tion in relation to many commodities has
been superseded by eombination. There can
be times when the supply of a commodity
is plentiful and yet the price is high. If
the price is controlled at the source, legis-
lation is necessary to ensure that the people
are not exploited.

I desire to quote an adverfisement that
was the produet of the Liberal Party of
Australia at the time of the referendum on
prices, to which the I.C.L. and Country
Party subseribed, in which an assurance was
given to the people that, if the referendum
were defeated, price cantrol legislation wounld
be put on the statute book and that rents
as well as prices would be controlled to the
fallest possible extent. Yet we have pro-
pagenda of the fi_owing insipid and im-
becille type published in “The Australian
Women’s Weekly,” doubfless with the ob-
ject of making the womenfolk fearful of
what would happen if the referendum were
not defeated. It read—

Your hugband’s wages are at stake and
yours, too, if you are in business or industry.
If you give the Chifley Government per-
manent power to control priees, it will mean
that they ean hold down wages as well
Unless yom want this to happen, vote ‘‘No”’
in the Referendom. A '*No*’ vote does not
mean that comtrol over prices and rents will
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disappear. It simply means that, if the
Commonwealth does not extend the present.
legislation, your State Government will keep
rents and prices down.

It said, not that rents and prices would be
kept down to a stabilised level or in se-
cordance with the cost of living but that
‘‘your State Government will keep rents
and prices down.’’ The Attorney General
is a prominent and honourable member of
the Liberal Party and I shouid like him to
answer the question that that advertisement
poses. As a representative of the Liberal
Party, will he explain to the people why
those pie-erust promises have not been ful-
filled? He cannot do it sueeessfully be-
cavse he and his friends knew at the time,
just as they konow now, that such propa-
ganda amounted to deliberate untruths.
Yet it was inserted in the Press throughout
Austrahia in order to warp the minds of
the people, mislead them and misinterpret
what would happen if the Commonwealth
referendum propesals were carried.

The States now have the responsibility of
price-fixing on their hands. I am not cne
of those who believe that the States can
do everything. It is idle to ery too much
over spilt milk, but I am satisfied that the
Commonwealth could have controlled prices
far more effectively than could the States.
It is only necessary for one of the States
to withdraw from price-fixing to cause a
complete collapse of this control. There
is a real danger of Vietoria’s withdrawing.
Some few months ago, reports were received
to the effect that that State intended to
withdrew from price-fixing. Imagine what
weuld happen if one State withdrew! The
resull would be that the whole fabric which
the States’ Co-ordination Committee has
built up would fall to the ground.

I am labouring under no delusion. T
firmly believe that, if the present Govern-
ment were returned to power tomorrow
with the requisite majority, one of its first
acts would be to toss over price-fixing al-
together. Where Governments really desire
to control prices and do the right thing,
difficulties unquestionably arise. I do not
consider that the States have unlimited
power to deal with prices, but they have
certain power and the Government has not
exercised it. I may instance the price of
meat, which is one of the ehief commodities
required by the people. I deliberately re-
frained from dealing with other eommodi-
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ties, but I invite the Minister to make an
inspection and inquire into the prices of
such requirements as footwear, dresses, mil-
linery, haberdashery, ete, on which huge
profits are being made. In connection with
these lines, no brilliant aetivity is being
displayed by the department to ensure that
the people are proiected.

If the Minister sincerely desires to pro-
tect the interests of the consumers and
effectively to earry out the provisions of
the Aet, he will be more active in and at-
tentive to his department than he has been
ap to date. I am aware that, as regards
imported commodities, certain difficulties
stand in the way. When the States en-
deavour to reach unenimity on certain
questions, there are bound to be differences
of opinion, so that at any stage of the nego-
tiations between Prices Ministers, a break-
down might occur.

This House, in my opinion, has received
seant courtesy from the Minister in connec-
tion with his administration of the depart-
ment. The legislation was passed on the
20th September, and although he has almost
beaten a track between Perth and Sydney by,
his attendances at conferences, mever once
have we received informaiion about the
conference proeeedings or his own activities.
When administering legislation of this
sort, it is most important that the Minister

- should ensure that thorough inspections, in-
cluding complete and continuous checks, are
made of commodity prices, not only in
Perth, but also throughout the State. He
should also ensure—although this may not
be the duty of the Prices Minister—that the
Weights and Measures Department pay at-
tention to scales,

If a consumer receives only 13 oz. for

1 Ib. of meat or sugar, obvionsly he is pay- .

ing a relatively higher price for the eom-
modity. Therefore the Minister for Police
should take steps to ensure that scales are
checked from time to time in order that
the interests of the people in this diree-
tion might be safeguarded. I have pleasure
in supporting the second reading of the
Bill and hope that the Minister, in his
reply, will outline the reasons why he has
shown such neglect, and if the Bill be
passed and the duration of the Aet be ex-
tended for 12 months, I hope he will show
more activity and enthusiasm ir his ad-
ministration of the department than he has
shown up to date.
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MR. SBTYANTS (Kaelgoorlie) [8.30]: 1
intend to support the Bill, but not because
I think the Aet has proved effective; rather
do I consider it has been g partial failure
both as regards its administration and its
application. I was not satisfied with price
control even under the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, I eonsidered it was not giving 100
per cent. service to those whom it was in-
tended to protect, but it certainly was doing
a much beiter job than has been done by
the Siate since price conirol was vested in
the various State Governmentis. It was pre-
dicted by members on this side of the House
and by those who voted for the retention of
price eontrol by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment that an almost certain abandonment of
prices control would take place if control
were left to the six individual States, each
with its own control authority attempting
to fix prices.

The member for Pilbara read an extract
from the “Daily News” which indicated that
for the June quarter Western Anstralia
headed the list as far as increase in prices
of ecommodities was concerned. Not only
was it in that unenviable position—a position
of doubtfu! honour—for the Jume quarter,
but if statistics were available at the moment
they would show that the rise in the price
of commoditics in this State sinee eontrel
was taken over by the State Governments
was higher than in any of the other States,
and that therefore we were in the same in-
vidious position,

During the debate on another Bill earlier
in this session, I interjected that a whole-
sale increase in the cost of commodities had
taken place because of the aetion of the
State Ministers in relaxing controls. This
was hotly denied by inierjection by
the Minister in charge of price contiol. I
draw his attention to the faet and ask him
whether it is not correct that at the very
first meefing of the State Prices Ministers
held after the passing on of priece control
to the States, some 3,000 articles were de-
controlled. That is correet and there has

_been an increase in the price of almost every

one of those articles. I believe that there has
been an almost indiscriminate abandonment
of actual price eontrol on many things.

It will be remembered that in 1942 the
then Prime Minister of Australia, the late
Hon, John Curtin, pegged wages and fixed
prices at those paid on the 10th February,
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1942, This was done in an endeavour to
stabilise the economy of the nation and it
worked fairly successfully; but unfor-
tunately with the cessation of hostilities,
when it was seen that an Allied victory was
inevitable, pressure was brought to bear
upon the Commonwealth Government to re-
lax both wage-pegging and prices control.
On the one hand pressure was exerted by
the unions and their members for the dis-
continuance of wage-pegging, and on the
other hand pressure was brought to bear by
the employers’ federations and by factory
owners to have price control lifted.

The pressure became so great that gradu-
ally, little by little, coptrols were lifted,
until now we have got into a mad upward
spiralling of prices, accompanied by an in-
crease in the basic wage at intervals of three
months, No doubt the Minister will contend
that many of the increnses in the prices of
commodities were caused by the withdrawal
of subsidies paid by the Commonwealth
Government. Some members may recollect
that I asked some questions of the Minister
earlier in the session about price control. I
asked him how many edible items which are
in the regimen that goes {9 make up the
the list upon which the basic wage is com-
puted had bad a subsidy paid on them prior
to the State taking over prices coatrel which
had been subsequently withdrawn by the
Commonwealth Government.

The Minister could quote only one item

on which a subsidy had previously been paid -

and afterwards withdrawn, and that was
potatoes. I also asked him how many articles
in the regimen were still being subsidised by
the Commonwealth Government and he ad-
mitted there were still three, namely, tea,
butter and eheese. The only item not edible
from which the subsidy had been withdrawn
was wool. That was an item of some magni-
tude, because it affected the priee of worsted
and other cloths. T put it to members, is it
likely that the Commonwealth Government,
or any other Government, would agree to
continue to pay subsidies on articles over
which it had ne control as far as:-priee was
concerned ?

If prices are not controlled then there is
very likely to be panie buying and hoard-
tng. This js what happened in the early
stages of the war, when people with ample
eapital at their disposal hought and hoarded
goods. I do not blame- the Commonweslth
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(Government., Once it lost control of prices,
it was but logical that it should refuse to
pay subsidies. One of the articles very gen-
erously decontrolled by the Prices Ministers
was refrigerators. I do nobt think anyone
in these modern times would regard a refrig-
erator as a luxury in a home,

* Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I think the Minister
said he going to lift the control on radios,
too. .

Mr. STYANTS: I think everyone nowa-
days regards a refrigerator ag a necessity,
as well from an economical as from a health
point of view. Immediately the control was
lifted prices sky-rocketed. I was in Sydney
in April of this year and made some inquiry
into the manufacture, the wholesale cost and
the retail price of a certain type of refrig-
erator. I do not desire to adveriise any
particular firm and, upless I am requested
to do so, I shall not name the type of refrig-
erator I am speaking of. Members may, if
they so desire, check my figures. This refrig-
erator is sold by a firm in Sydney which
manufactures it. The price is £64 5s. It
is 8 motorless type and ¢an be worked either
by electricity or gas.

The popularity of this type of refrigera-
tor in New South Wales is outstanding.
Every unit that can be turmed out by the
company 15 readily snapped up. The gas
company in Sydney—the Sydney .City
Council—will buy any surplus the company
has and will then sell the refrigerators on
fime payment to consumers. I made some
inquiry as to what was the wholesale cost and
Y was informed'by a representative of the
company that the refrigerators are sold to
the Army for £39 15s. I did not make in-
quiry as to the production cost beeause I
thought that would be an impertinent ques-
tion to ask. But they are sold at £39 15s, to
the ‘Army, 50 it can be reasonably assumed
that the manufaecturing costs are not more
than £30. They are retailed on a time pay-
ment basis to the residents of New South
Wales for £54 3s. with a £6 deposit.

On coming back to Western Australia, 1
found that there are two sgencies for this
parficular machine here and that the price
is £70, T made inquiries as to what the cost
would be of getting one rrated and sent
from Syduney here and discovered it was £8.
So the agencies in Western Australia are
grtting the packing costs and the freight
plus £8 and are charging the public of
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Western Australia £70 for an article of
which the manufecturing cost is not more
than £30 in New South Wales. That is
some indication of what takes place when
there is no price control.

People will endeavour to tell us that it is
the cost of production which makes these
articles dear to the consumer, but in many
cases it is nothing of the sort. I know there
are indent agents in Fremantle whe import
goods from the Eastern States and oversea,
and the only handling they do is that when
the goods arrive at Fremantle they see thal
they are transferred from the ship’s slings
into railway trucks snd sent away into the
country to some other wholesale agent, who
then sends them to the retailer, who sells
them to the’ public. That means that the
manufacturing costs are added to by a mar-
gin of profit over and above those costs.
Then the indent agent in Fremantle, who
only sees that the Jumper transfers the
goods from the ship to the railway truck,
gets a 25 to 30 per cent. rake-off. They are
sent to the wholesale agent in the country
who gets another 25 to 30 per ceny rake-
off. Finally the retailer gets a Jike amoumt.
So it is not production costs that are inflat-
ing the priees of articles today but the fact
that many people between the producer and
the eonsumer are getting a rake-off.

Mr. Wild: The hon. member is mis-
informed regarding the refrigerators. Even
under price-fixing the allowable margin in
Western Anstralia in the meiropolitan area
was only 10 per cent.

Mr. STYANTS: Despite the great know-
ledge of the hon. member, the facts quoted
by me arc absolutely correct and, if it is
necessary, I can inform the House of the
make of the refrigerator to which I have
referred and ‘can direet members to the
manager of the firm who gave me the infor-
mation in Sydney; and the margins of
profit made by the intermediaries between
the maker and the users ean be subtanti-
ated.

Mr. Wild: The refrigerator to which you
are referring was being retailed in Perth
for £68 15s. hefore price-firing was lifted
and today it is being retailed at £70.

Mr, STYANTS: I do not know what the
price was before control was lifted, but this
type of refrigerator is manafactured and
sold to the Army throughout Australia for
£38 15s.; for £54 to the people in Sydney;
and for £70 here,

©
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Mr. Grayden: The point you are avoid-
ing is that it wes selling for £68 16s. here
before price-fixing wag lifted.

Mr. STYANTS: It was sold for £58 and
is now £70.

Mr. Grayden: It was sold for £68.

Mr. STYANTS: All I can say is that
profiteering was in operation while price.
fixing was in force, or while this particular
type of article was under control, and it has
continued and increased since,

Hon. A. H. Panton: Profiteering bas
always been in force.

Mr. STYANTS: In my opinion the Gov-

-ernment has contributed very largely to the

inerease in the cost of living. If there is
one certgin way to incremse the cost of liv-
Ing it is to increase railway freights and
the Government has imposed two incresses
in railway freights. While that may not
have a very alarming effect in the metro-
politan area, where most of the eartage ia
done by motor vehicles, it has an alarming
effect in the country distriets, which are a
long way from the seaport, so that goods
bave to he transported hundreds of miles
and freight has to be paid on them. It is
hard to assess the amount which would be
involved by a 20 per cent increase in rail-
way freights such as ook place some time
ago. We had tbat increase plus another Tl
per eent. rise, which meang that there has
been something like & 30 per cent. addition
since this Government took over. I am not
much concerned about the financial position
of the railways so long as they are render-
ing a developmental service to this State.
But there is no doubt that the (tovernment
has contributed in mo small measure to the
increase in the cost of living by increasing
railway fares and freights.

There is another matter. The Government
bought the electricity and gas under-
!:aking from the Perth City Council. The
ink was hardly dry on the agreement when
the Government raised the price of both
commodities distributed by that agency. To
cushion the blow to the consumers, it was
stated that the average inérease would be
ls. a week. Even Is. a week would mean
&n inerease in the cost of living, so far as
the metropolitan area was concerned, of
scores of thousands of pounds. But it was
not 1s. a week. Thoss who are receiving
their aceounts now, with the increased
charges debited against them, flnd the ‘in-
crease is considersbly in execess of 1s.

L
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An endeavour was made fo show that the
domestic rate had been inereased less than
the industrial rate. But after all, whether
the industrial rate or the domestic rate is
inereased or—as in this case-—both rates are
increased, eventuslly the result is the same.
The consumer—the working man—is the
person who pays for all of it; for it would
not be claimed by any member that if the
cost of power for working a factory pro-
dueing certain goods is increased, the pro-
prietor is going to bear that increase. It
will be passed on to the artiele produced
and that will be purchased by the consumer,
so that eventually the rank and file of the
public pay for both the domestic and the
industrial inereases that have taken plaee.

The Premier: They still eompare very
favourably with those in other Australian
States.

Mr. STYANTS: I am not prepared to
admit that is correct. But even if it is—

The Premier: It is.

Mr. STYANTS: —I still say that there
ig no reason why, if the price of something
soars to abuormal heights in the Eastern
States, we should endeavour to emulate them.

Hon. F. J. S, Wise: That iz half the
trouble with the present Minister.

Mr. STYANTS: That may be the ecase.
I understand on pretty good aunthority that
the officers of the department are in fear
and trembling each time he goes away to
these Ministerial meetings, because they feel
that on almost every occasion he agrees to
relinquish control of some article, or to an
inerease in the price of something already
under control.

Then there iz the matter of the increase
in the price of meat last February. I ean
understand that quite a good case might
be put up for an inerease in the price of
meat at this time of the year because of
the seasonal changes that take place from
summer to winter and the lack of feed.
But there was no justification for granting
an inerease, for those reasons, last Febru-
ary. There was then an abundance of feed
and plenty of stock. Yet, the people who
were already paying famine prices for their
meat were involved in further increases.
Here is an indieation of how increases take
place in eertain commodities that must
eventually affect the cost of living and the
basiec wage. Today, the Minister for Hous-
ing, in answer to certain questions of mine
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as to what had been the approximate per-
centage in increases in the price of certain
building materials sinee the lst January of
this year, had this to say—

Tileg— Per cent.
Terra cotta . .- . 7
Cement .. . - ‘e 814

Bricksg—

Metropolitan wire-cuts .10
Other wire-cuts .. .. o 25
State pressed . 4%
Cardup pressed .. . .. 283%

Fibrous plasterboard .. .. Nil

Stone foundations 41%

Galvanised iron guttenng and
down piping o . . T

Galvanised eorrugated iron 6%

Timber—

Secantlings . . . 6%

T. & G. Hooring . e . T34

Joinery .. .. .. .. &
Those increases will mean an addition to
the cost of a home. Rent iz one of the

items taken into consideration when assess-
ing the basic wage, It is certain that this
will eventually mean an increase in the cost
of eommodities and in the basic wage, and
that is something that will benefit no-
body. 1t would be interesting to know what
evidence was put before the Prices Branch
to justify an increase of 25 per cent. in
the price of *bricks, .

The Minister for Housing: I ean tell youn
that. They threatened to close down through
continued losses.

Mr. STYA_NTS. If a union threatens to
call its members out on strike if they do -
not get an increase of £1 per week, it does
not necessarily follow that they will imme-
diately get the £1,

The Minister for Housing: T saw their
figures. They were losing money.

Mr, STYANTS: It seems that the State
pressed bricks went up only 4% per cent.
while Cardup bricks went np 231 per cent.,
and wire-cuts 25 per cent,

The Minister for Housing:
small yards that had {o go up.

Mr. STYANTS: I draw aitention to the
difference in the method that is required
when determining the basic wage which, of
course, is a remuneration, or the price or
cost of the only commedity which a man has
to sell—his labour—and that which is
adopted by the producer of some article
when he wants an inerease in price. All the
factory-owner hag to do is to take along his
books to the Prices Branch and, without

It was the
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refutation by any third party, the depart-
ment investigates the figures and decides on
the increase. Let us see what iakes place
in fixing the value of the worker’s labour.
©»He has to go to the Arbitration Court and
parade his poverty in publi¢, in order to
get whal is considered to be a bare living
wage. He bas to claim a certain number of
articles of clothing for himself, his wife and
his family.

The list, which is taken info consideration
in computing the basic wage, contains such
items as, so many ladies’ singlets per annum,
so many men's singlets, and so many pairs
of hoots and shoes for the children. It even
goes into the night attire—the number of
pairs of pyjamsas for a man for 12 months.
The worker has to elaim for the different
foods he and his family will eat. He has
to show a certain amount for enteriainments.
Of course, the working man’s entertainment
is a football match, at about 1z, on a Satur-
day, and a pieture show for the wife and
children during the week, because he can-
not afford anything else. He has to establish
that he wants a certain amount for doctors’
and chemists” bills, and it is just too bad
if he is unlucky enough to exceed the amount
allowed for those items, and it probably is
exceeded on the average, because it then has
to come out of either the clothing or the
.food allowance. So there is a vast difference
between estgblishing the claim of & factory-
owner for an increase in the price of his
commodity, and that of the working man
when he js trying to fix the priece for the
only eommodity he has to sell, his labour.

Bearing in mihd what I say is a degrad-
ing speetacle of having to parade his
poverty in the Arbitration Court in this
way, I sometimes wonder why it is that com-
munism and some of these other foreipgn
isms do not get a greater hold in the com-
munity than they already have. Dealing with
the question of the control of meat prices,
T would like to ask the Minister to explain
how the butchers are operating legitimately
at the present time. If he thinks if is pos-
sible, will he tell us how it is that metro-
politan butchers can go to the Midland June-
tion saleyards and by wholesale - on the
hoof at a price 25 per cent, in excess of thaf
which is allowed to them retail, and still be
able to sell retail to the public at the fixed
price? If he can tell us how that is done,
I would be very pleased, and I might be
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prepared to alter the somewhat sinisten
opinion I hold at present, that it is not be-
ing done within the four corners of price
control. It is probably being done under
the conditions outlined by the member tor
Pilbara. N

I believe very few people go into_butchers
shops actually knowing the price of meat.
The price lists are not prominently dis-
played and it is possible that many people,
like the hon. member who was ealled upon
to pay 1s, 9d. for a lb. of chops the fixed
price of which was 1s. 4d., are paying far
too much. Although the administration of
price control, even under Federal legislation,
did not produce 100 per cent. resalts, and
the effective results have been much less
since the contro]l was taken over by the
State, I feel that there are some ecommodities
over which there is a restraint. I refer to
goods whiech, owing o their seareity, wounld
go sky high in price if eonfrols were lifted.
For those reasons I feel I must support the
continuation of this legislation for a further
12 months,

HON. J. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.1]: I do not think the Govern-
ment has any definite policy in the matter
of price control. There is a system thal
has grown up. It is simply this—that from
time to time traders who desire inereases
in prices present a case and sometimes the
inereases are granted straightaway, while at
other times they are deferred. Almost al-
ways, however, they are granted in the long
ran. That priee spiral, about which the
Premier talks, is on the up and up. Despite
the fact that we were told that Mr. Wise
was responsible for rises in prices and that
if he were removed from the Premiership
such rises wonld not continne, that has not
been borne out. You will recall, Mr. Speaker,
that “Prices rise with Wise” was a slogan
on the lins of supporters and members of
the present Government. Prices mav have
rizen during 4he time of the Wise Govern-
ment. but no-one in his right senses would
say that they have stopped risine sinee then.

The Premier: It has been the same all
over the world. .

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: That was not allowed
as an excuse then,

Mr. Marshall: You never told the elecfors
that, on the hustings. Youn only mentioned
prices rising with Wise,
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Hon. J. T .TONKIN: The statement has
been made that alterations-to the basic wage
are disastrous because they resulfi in in-
creased prices and that therefore in the
long run the worker loses, but those who
say that are trying to put forward an argu-
ment fog a pegging of wages in order, they
say, to retard the increase in prices.

The Attorney General; That has heen done
in England.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That may be so,
but I hope it will not be done here. Mem-
bers of the present Government know very
well that priees drag wages behind them,
and sometimes a considerable distance be-
hind, and that increases in prices always
take place hefore wages are increased. As
a matter of fact it was a Liberal Govern-
ment that exploited that theory and there
are five members now on the Government
side of the House—three of them at present
Ministers—who took advantage of that, as
I shall endeavour to show, Prior to 1934
the unions had to make separate applica-
tions for increases of wages and it fre-
quently took a year or even two years be-
fore their cases were heard and the wages
fixed. All that time the prices would be
rising month by month, but wages remained
the same because the workers eould not get
before the eourt. When they eventually
eame before the court and a declaration was
made, it was made on the quarterly figures
that then obtained and it remained in forece
for three years. If prices continued to rise
from then on, as indeed they did, the worker
had no redress. His wage remained the
sameg while prices continued to go up and
the faei that his wage remained the same
for three years did not prevent prices ris-
ing. In 1925 a Labour Government altered
that and provided for a, declaration of a
basic wage covering all organmisations. The
wage was to be declared in June of each
year and the award had a currency of 12
months.

1

That was a big improvement on the pre-
vious situation, but nevertheless it meant
that if prices continned to rise for 12 months
after the wage was declared the worker had
no redress, but had to suffer a reduction in
real wages. As soon ag a movement started
in the opposite direction, after a period of
20 years daring which wages had lagzed
behind prices for the whole time with the
exception of the year 1914, a Liberal-Country
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Party Government introduced a Bill to alter
the Industrial Arbitration Aet and provide
for a quarterly declaration. The result was
that the Statisticiam would submit to the
Arbitration Court figures to show that prices
had fallen and on those falling prices an
altered wage would be declared to take effect
immediately.

Then the worker eould benefit for three
months only. If he bad a wage declared
in 1928, for example, and prices were fall-
ing, the Liberal-Country Party Government
wonld not allow him to enjoy the inerease in
real wages for 12 months but said, “Now
we will have a querterly declaration to keep
wages in line with falling prices.”” There
is the acknowledgment that wages are
tagged to prices and drag behind them either

- up or down. There are flve members sup-

porting the . Government—three of them
Ministers—who supported that legislation,
proving conclusively that they understood
its import and believed in its principle.

The Minister for Housing: It is very
useful today. ¥

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Of course it is,
but the Minister cannot have it ‘‘heads
I win, tails you lose.”’ . ~ )

The Minister for Housing: I agree.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Nothing was done
for 20 years while wages lagged a mile be-
hind prices.

Mr. Marshall: They lagged two and a
half years behind prices.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: There was no at-
tempt, then, {o make a quarterly adjumst-
ment, but immediately the trend sets off
in the opposite direction, along comes a
Liberal-Country Party Government—of the
same type as we have today, with three
members of this Government being mem-
bers in the Parlisment at that time and
supporting that Government—and it alters
the Industrial Arbitration Act to provide
for a quarterly adjustment, against the op-
position of the Labour Party. If members
want any further proof that prices drag
wages up or down, then they are hard to
please. Anybody who gives the matter a
moment’s thought will appreciate that that
must be so because the basie wage is de-
clared upon certain statistician’s figures
submitted at that time. And what do we
find?
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Immediately a wage is declared it affects
prices of all sorts of commodities. Why?
Because contractors put a clause in their
contracts that variations in the basie wage
will apply. They do not put that in when
wages are falling but, when wages are chas-
ing prices, and prices are rising, they in-
variably include it in their contraets. That
means that the increased wages are passed
on immediately to the purchasers of eom-
modities. Therefore it is not very long
before the worker is back where he started.
But he eannot gain on the other trend
either. He cannot gain any advantage when
prices are falling.

The Minister for Housing: It is a rise
and fall elause, you know. It operates both
ways.

Hon. 4. T. TONKIN: It is a rise and fall
clause all right, but they put it in only
when priees are rising.

The Minister for Housing: I do not know
about that. - |

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: They leave it out
when prices are falling. Just imagine a
contractor, when wages gre falling, putting
into his contracts a clanse that the prices
are sobject to the rise and fall of wages.
Can members imagine that happening?

The Minister for Housing: I ecan imagine
it. ] .

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: Then the Minister
has a vivid imagination.

The Minister for Housing: I ean imagine
the other side putling it .

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Can the Minister
imagine a contractor agreeing to insert a
clause like that when wages nre falling?

The Minister for Housing: T can.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: He is the man who
does the work and he simply would not do
“it. It is idle to say that a contraet provides
for a rise and fall. Of course it does. Be-
canse the man who puts it in is as safe as a
bank when he does so. He knows that prices
are on the up and up, and with this Gov-
ernment in_power and this Minister for
Prices in control, he is doubly safe and
there can be no possibility of a fall. . The
Minister has definitely broken faith with
this Parliament and the Government’s re-
sponsibility. This is a sample of the treat-
ment we get. You will remember,eMr.
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Speaker, that we eriticised the Government
when this legislation was introduced. We
said that so much of this siructure depended
upon regulations and if those regulations
were tabled, as they would have to be, the
Legislative Council might disallow them.

Mr. Marshall: That was our great fear.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Whilst the Govern-
ment might be honest enough in its inten-
tion to have the regulations enacted, there
was no guarantee of what might happen.

“ The other night a diseussion on a certain

Bill in the Legislative Council confirmed
that fear. There was no guarantee that
the Legislative Couneil would not move to
disallow the regulations when they were
laid on the Table of the House. However,
the Minister said he was determined to put
the regulations on the Table. This is what
he said:—

On the day we take over subsequently

State regnlations will be laid on the Table
of the Housge.

Where are they? I will agree that this

-is the same session but it is a different year

and it is much later in the session. The
State has iaken over price conl:rol and did
so some time ago.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: I do not think the
Attorney General knew at that time that
it was going to be the same session.

-Hon,. J. T. TONKIN: We have not seen
those regulations. Does the Attorney Gen-
eral make promises lightly with no inten-
tion whatever of ecarrying them oui?

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Of- course he does.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If he does, then
I repeat my aceusafion of two years ago
that the Government is praclising fraud.
The Attorney General knows that anybody
who makes a false statement without any
belief in its truth, with the intention that
it should be acted upon, and inducing
people o act upon it to their cost, is guilty
of fraud. That is presisely what the At-
iorney Generel has done because he seeured
the passage of this legislation by making
a promise that the State regmlations would
be laid on the Table of this House subse-
quent to the Government taking over. He
said, *“On the day we take over subse-
quently State regulations will be laid on
the Table of the House.’”’> Where is this
perspieacity in decision that the Minister
for Honsing talks ahout?
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Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: Where?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That was szpposed
to be the keynote of an efficient Ministry—
perspicacity in decision,

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: He meant indecision.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Attorney Gen-
eral certainly has not that quality, He made
& statement that the regulations would be
laid on the Table of the House, He subse-
quently forgot about that promise in a most
convenient manner and has not dope any-
thing about it. How does the Government
regard that econduet? .

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Very lightly, I am
afraid.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: We are here as rep-
resenfatives of the people and the Opposi-
tion has been regarded as important a part
of the structure as the Government. It is
there to look after the interests of the
people that are not being looked after by
the Government, We had a promise made
to us in order to secure our support—that
State regulations would be promulgated and
laid on the Table of this House.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: But the Minister
does not believe in regulations; I think
that is the trouble,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Where are they?
We are entitled to ask whether they are go-
ing to be laid on the Table of the House or
will they be ready when the House has
risen? We understand that it is the Govern-
ment’s desire to get out of here as quickly
as possible,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Naturally!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: What sort of Gov-
ernment is that when the word of a Min-
ister cannot be relied upon? I refer back
to wages trailing behind prices. Members
will recall the judgment of Mr. Justice
Powers in the Commonwealth Arbitration
Court. He sought to give the workers some
compensation for this lag and provided a
loading of 3s. per week which he added to
every basic wage declared. This was an en-
deavour to make up to the workers for what
they were losing because their wages were
dragging behind prices. Yet we have sup-
porters of the Government, and members
of the general public, saying that the in-
creases in wages are responsible for the in-
creases in prices. They are lagging behind
all the time, I do not kmow whether you
have had any occasion lately, Mr. Bpeaker,
to try to purchase footwear for children,
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The prices that have to be paid are as-
tonishing. It costs more now to provide
footwear for a child of five or six years of
ape than it did to provide footwear for an
adult a few years ago. How on earth people
with three or four children manage to keep
them clothed and shod is a mystery to me.
These prices are on the up and up all the
time. The manufacturers say that it is neces-
sary to make provision out of their returns
for reserves, for obsolescence of their plant
and so on. This spiralling is going on all the
time inereasing prices. During the recent
black-out when it became necessary for most
people to provide themselves with some
alternative means of lighting many had to
fall back on the use of candles, Have you
any idea what they bad to pay for them,
Mr. Speaker ?—T7! They had to pay more
for one tandle than they had to pay for a
packet of them a few years ago,

Hon. J. B. Bleeman: They are 2d. each
in Tasmania.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Candles—714d.! It
is a scandal! So it goes on! And what
does the Government do about it? Has it
attempted to look for some other .poliey
to try to arrest thizs spiral and enable the
people to live?

Myr. Triat: The Government blames QId
Ben for it of cowrse.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: This Government
declares itself in favour of decontrol! The
Minister said the Government was strongly
in favour of decontrol. We have no effective
control, that is certain, Members have men-
tioned the priee of meat, If the story as
to that were fully told it would be langh-
able if it were not tragiec.

Hon. F. J, S, Wise: Pathetic!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Honorary
Minister for Agriculture had no fears ahout
it at all. He said, “If the price of meat
goes up you can effect a remedy by eating
less meat.”

Mr. Marshall: They are very logical, these
fellows.

Hon. J. T. TONEKIN: The Honorary
Minister for Supply and Shipping said,
“You can effect a remedy by buying cheaper
ents.” Those are the ideas of members of
the_Government on price econtrol. They
must be becanse those members express
them.~ If the price of meat goes up, eat
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less meat; if the price of bread goes up,

eat less bread; if the price of clothes gnes -

up, wear lesg clothes.

Mr. Marshall: The girls are doing that,
anyhow.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: How do you know?

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: I believe the Gov-
ernment i5 a party bankrupt of ideas, Is
that the way to tackle a problem of that
nature? The Government has a meat ad-
visory committee to assist it. Recenily, I
asked a few questions as to whether this
advisory committee had made a single sug-
gestion to the Government, and, secondly,
whether, if it had made suggestions the
Government hgd acted on any, and the
answer was quite evasive. It was to the
effect that as some of the suggestions might
be the subject of legislation, nothing could
be said about them. Might be the subjeet
of legislation, but not this year!

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Qr this week.

Mr. Marshall: Or next week.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is the type
of thing we get; evasion all along the line;
no attempt to face up to the proposition;
nothing concrete, no plan that we can build
on and essist in! A poliev of negation and
evasion, from a Government which believes
in decomtrol and yet is foreed, becanse of
circumstances, to eonlinue control if it can
get its friends in another place to agree with
it, which is by no means certain as we have
seen from what happened the other evening!

The Attorney General: I disagree with
you there.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I wounld not expeet
the Minister to agree with me; he disagrees

with statements he makes himself. When -

I said earlier this evening that the Minister
promised to decontrol whales, he looked at
me in amazement. Perhaps the Minister
would like some proof. I will give it to
him. I suggest he looks up “Hansard” No.
1 of 1948 at page 481,

The Attorney, General: Whales were de-
eontrolled.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: I would say that
that would make a marvellous contribution
to the problem of the increase im prices.
That would assist our economy tremendously
—to decontrol whales!

The Minister for Housing: It must be,

becanse the Commounwealth decontrolled
them.
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN: And if one keeps
on with the Government’s ideas, that is, if
one buys whale-meat, one has plenty of room
to eat less of it because one would still have
plenty left. It is quite a good policy for
a QGovernment of this type to decontrol
whale-meat as a first item, that is, by o
Government that believes in decontrol. The
Minister wanted to start with the big things,
so he started with whales.

The Minister for Housing: We decon-
trolled birdseed, did we not?
»

"Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I suggest that the
Government get right down to this prob-
lem and see whether it is not possible to
alleviate the burden that is being ecarried
by most of the people; an inereasing bur-
den as prices increase and wages are drag-
ging behind all the time. There might have
been an increase of 6s. 1d. in the last de-
claration of the basic wage but the price
increase has already wiped that out. So
nominally, wage increases are worth con-
siderably less than they were before the
declaration. The Premier comes along here
with all the optimism in the world, intre-
duces a Budget and says he hopes that the
price spiral will finish, or words to that
effect.

Hon. ¥. J. 8. Wise: He is having a pipe
dream; that is his trouble.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Of all the problems
concerning this or any other Government,
this is onme of the greatest magnitude. I
will admit that it has, in all countries,
called for the httention of the men with
the best brains and the besi endeavours to
find a solution. But some policies have
been more effective than others, and I say,
without fear of successful contradietion,
that the method employed by the Common-
wealth was far superior to the present one.

The Attorney General: There is no dif-
ference from it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Oh, yes there is.
There is this difference: that the problems
in some States are different from the proh-
lems in other States, and at a cofiference of
Ministers one of them might be over-ridden
by the Ministers from other States where
the problems are different from those in
his State, and thus a decision is arrived at

ich is nnstable for some of the partners
in the scheme, :
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Hon. F. J. S, Wise: Will the Minister_
deny that that does not happen?

The Aitorney General: Yes.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: I am afraid I will
have to speak.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is the weak-
ness in this set-up and we know there are
differences. Take the priee of one com-
modity, for example! The Minisier knows
that the price of potatoes is mueh less in
this State than it is in Victoria.,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Do not be personal.

Hon. J, T, TONKIN: There are a num-
ber of other commodities similarly affected.
If it suited the Ministers from certain
States, who believe that a certain line of
policy was in the interest of their State
they, being unaware of the impact upon
some other State, might effeet a change and
that might possibly be disadvantageous to
one or more States. That could not hap-
pen under Commonwealth control. Conse-
quently this is no improvement whatever.
We can recall how members of the present
Government, during the referendum cam-
paign, spoke loudly, wherever they had the
opportunity, against Commonwealth conirol
of prices. They said that the States would
do much beiter. Well, the proof of the
pudding is in the eating, and the best judges
of what has been done are the people who
feel the result. No words of mine will
msake any difference to the effect of the
policy; the people know whether it has heen
suecessfnl or mnot. The Minister only
needs to move amongst the people and
ask them whether they think price control
today is more effective than it was under
the Commonwealth. Without the slightest
doubt, if another referendum were held
next week on the same question, it would
be earried.

The Minister for Railways: Then why
doe< not Mr. Chifley, if he thinks that, hold
another referendum?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I watch the news-
papers carefully to keep myself informed
as well a8 possible, and sometimes reed the
advertisements. 1 have seen a number of
advertisements by Mr. Menziezs and shall
aquote one that he features—

The present price control is such a shock-

Jng mess that yvou should get rid of the
Commonwealth Government.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Commonwealth Government is not in
control of prices at all, so0, if there is any
mess, the State Governments are respon-
sible for it. Mr. Menzies says there is a
mess and he ought to know.

Hon. A. H. Panton: He should be a good
Judge.

Mr. Marshall: Yes, he has made mess
enough from time to time.

Hoa. J. T. TONKIN : I suggest that mem-
bers go to the reading room and turn over
the files of ‘‘The West Australian’’ and
they will see, not one, but dozens of such
advertisements, urging people to defeat the
Commonwealth Government because price
contro} is g failure.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: Did not that appear in an old
paper?

Hop. J. . T. TONKIN: No, in a paper
issued within the last three or four months,
So not only will people tell us that price
eontrol is a failure, but Mr. Menzies also
says it is a failure. His remedy, however,
is to put the Commonwealth Government
out, although the Commonwealth is not in
charge of price control. There is obvionsly
something wrong with the staff work there.
It needs to be looked into.

The Minister for Housing: I think there
is something wrong with someone else’s
staff work, too.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister for
Housing surely wounld not say that such ad-
vertisements are not Appearing.

The Minister for Housing: I do not know.
I was thinking of a remark by someone else.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: So we have it that
on the experience of the people and on the
declaration .of Mr. Menzies, the Leader of
the Libera]l Party of Australia, priee con-
tro] under the State Governments is a fail-
ure. In face of that, we have the Attorney
General saying that we should continue with
it. Although this is the same session, and
although we have arguned this matter before,
it is not altogether uninteresting to have the
same speeches being made twice on the
same subjeet in the one session, because the
Government prefers to have one session in-
stead of two. However, that by the way.

I do not desire to detain the House much
.Jonger on this question. To me the Govern-
ment has been an abject failure in handling
the matter. There has not heen a single
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instance where anything it has done in eon-
neetion with the control of prices could gen-
uinely be applanded. All that is happening
is an attempt to put a bit of a brake on.
Although requests for increases in prices
are not granted immediately, we generally
find that subsequently they are granted, and
s0 prices are on the up and up. If any regu-
lations have been framed to deal with price-
fixing, I do not-know ol them. Consider tha
articles on the breakfast fable!

The Attorney General: What about jam?

Hon. J. T, TONKIN: What about it?

The Attorney Genperal; The price of jam
has heen redueed.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: How much?

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: One needs a lot of
money to buy jam,

Mr, Marshall: How long since it was
reduced ¥

The Attorney General: Some months.

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order!

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: We do not appear
to have mueh information about it. Every-
where we look, we find an increase in
prices. I was hoping that the Minister would
answer for me today a very simple question
that appeared on the nolice paper.

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: Il was not simple

enough.
" Hon. J. T, TONKIN: It is a question the
answer to which, I suggest, could have been
obtained in less than five minutes. But the
Minister had the question postpened. Did he
adopt that course because he thought the
information might be used in this debate?
The Government has increased the price of
a ceriifieate issued for a change of name for
adopted children from 10s. to £2,

The Attorney General: Thiz Parliament
did.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No, this Govern-
ment with its majority.

The Attorney General: You did not op-
pose it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN:
sure?

The Attorney General: Yes, you did not
say anything about that item.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister evi-
dently had time to look that up, bnt he
could not give an answer to my question.

The Attorney General: I remembered it.
I was in the House,

Is the Minister
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Hon. J. T, TONKIN: The Minister
should not be sure. He is suggesting that
when the Government introduced the Bill to
authorise an increase in & number of
charges for various services, there was no
opposition from this side of the House.

The Atftorney General, No, I did not.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: Or that I did not
oppose it.

The Attorney General: I said you did not
oppose that particnlar item,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Have we to dot
every “i" and cross every “t”% The Minister
might ag well say that there are a number
of features of this Bi]l that I have not op-
posed. I do not oppose the Bill, because I
know that it is necessary, What I am
strongly opposed to is the worthless ad-
ministration of this legislation. It iz of
searcely any value ab all in keeping prices
down, One member tonight quoted g news-
paper report to the effect that the price in-
crease in WesternAustralia for last quarter
had been the greatest of all the States. How
ean the Minister reconcile that with tha
statement that price controj in this State is
effective ?

It remaing to be seen what will happen to
the regulations if they are brought down bhe-
fore Parliament rises, which is by no means
certain, although they were promised to
us months afd months ago. As the regula-
tiens provide the structure for the adminis-
tration of the Act, members can realise how
essenfial it is that the regulations should be
confirmed by Parliament, The Bill as intro-
duced, containg very little to indicate the
policy to be followed, but we were told that
the regulations would provide the structure
and that State regulations would be tabled.

Well, I repeat, where are they ?

MR. McCULLOCH (Hannans) [9.39]:
The object of this” Bill is to eontinue the
Aect until 1950. I do not know whether the

‘intention is to continue the control of prices

or to allow prices to get out of hand. They

* are certainly out of hand now. Since the

State took over control of price-fixing, the
Goldfields office of the department has been
closed. Two male officers and one female
officer bave been transferred. I am certain
that since then not more thanp one inspector
has visited the Eastern Goldfields to check
prices. Does the Minigter suggest that by

¢
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reducing employees we will get better ad-
ministration or better supervision? We have
heard much about the effect of the 40-hour
week on prices, but when the Commonwealth
" had control these officials were working 44
hours per week. There is now no official at
Kalgoorlie policing prices. I have noticed
that many shops in Perth do exhibit
lists and tickets showing the prices of eom-
modities. In my view, however, an anto-
matie detective would he needed to find price
lists and tickets exhibiteq in Goldfields
shops.

We have heard the subject of meat dis-
cussed tonight. T presume the meat referred
to wes beef and mnutton; but at Kalgoorlie
we have reached the stage when the people
are being sold horseflesh. I am not blaming
all the master butehers on the Goldfields, as
it was only one butcher who was selling
horseflesh. The price of meat on the Gold-
fields is certainly high. I have a document
from the Master Butchers’ Agsoeiation and
wish to quote from it the following
extract:—

In the issme of ‘‘The West Australian”’
dated the 23rd July, 1949, the Prices Com-
missioner, Mr. Mathea, issued a warning
against meat profiteering. Mr. Mathea
stated that retail butchers could assist by
refusing to pay more than the maximum
wholesale prices for their supplies.

It would be absolutely impossible for the
master butehers on the Goldfields o earry
on business if they had to procure their sup-
plies from Perth. The Prices Commissioner
was aware that profitecring was going on,
but I have yet to learn thai he has launched
any prosecutions against the butchers on the
Goldfields. Indeed, there have bheen very
few prosecutions for offences under this
legislation on the Eastern Goldfields. Not
long ago, my wife went to a buicher’s shop
and bought some steak. When she tald me
the price of it, T said that it seemed high to
me and I suggested she should go back and
find out what sort of steak it was. She has

the Scottish instinet and accordingly infer- -

viewed the buteher, who said, “That is Eye
steak.” Has anybody heard of Eye steak?
It seems thal it is but necessary to give
meat another name and any price ean he
charged for it

I was pleased to hear the Attorney Gen-
eral interject that there is no differenee be-
tween State control of prices and Common-
wealth control. On the Wednesday prior
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to the closing of the prices referendum, I
heard the Minister for Education say that
if the people voted “No,” prices would be
reduced. He was giving the Labour Party
whacks about socialism, Now the Minister
admits that price control has not altered,
so what was socialism under the Common-
wealth must also be socialism under the
State. It is obvious. to me that prices can
be controlled and I am ecertain that most
people would be pleased if they were. It
is also obvions thaf as prices Tise the basic
wage rises also. If prices are pegged, the
basic wage shonld be pegged also and if
that were the case now we would be on a
much better footing than we are today. As
the basic wage rises, 50 the standard of ihe
working man falls. I say that unhesitatingly.
As long as high prices prevail the worker
is unable to purchase nutritious food.

We know what happened at the beginning
of World War 1. and it happened at the
beginning of other wars. Many men were
found to be unfit to join the Armed Forees
and it was proved that their physical con-
dition was due to bad feeling. People should
be able to purchase nutritions food—not
tinned rubbish—at reasonable prices, but
today the housewife has to buy in the cheap-
est market. I remember Mr., Mathes visiting
Kalgoorlie when prices were first controlled
by the Commonwealth Government. Repre-,
sentatives of the Chamber of Commeree and
merchants gathered at the Kalgoorlie Town
Hall to meet him, and I heard one merchant
say he had had a complaint from one of his
customers about orange skins being too thick.
“Well,” Mr. Mathea said, “do not worry
about that; make your skin thick, too, and
take no notice of it.” During the war, whén
the Commonwealth controiled priees, this
legislation was not properly policed; but to-
day the poliving on the Goldfields i3 much
worse,

The Commonwealth did introduce legisla-
tion to preveni blackmarketing, I believe
that certainly had some effect on the mer-
ehants of Kalgoorlie and Boulder and prices
were stahilised. Members will Tecall that
in February, 1942, wages were pegged and
prices stabilised. Between then and 1946
there was only a five per cent. increase in
prices. However, when the pecging of
wages ceased everything went up. The day
that we can peg prices we will antomati-
cally peg wages, and that will certainly he
much better for the masses of working
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people in this country. In 1939 the Gov-
ernmeni—not this Government but a Lab-
our Government—introduced a fair rents
measure. 'That Aet has not even been
policed, for rents on the Goldfields today
are out of all proportion to what they were
in 1939. - .

I am aware that it was provided that
when additions were made to a house a
certain percentage of increase was to be
allowed in the rent; but that is not being
done today. Rents on the Goldftelds are
such that many workers have not been able to
meet them, In “The West Australian” every
day we see houses offered for sale at £3,000
and £4,000. Would anybody try to tell me
that that is ‘“dinkum’’? It is a ramp.
There is no question but that it is just a pure
ramp. If one goes to rent a house he has
to pay £20 or £30 for the key; and even
when one gets in he has to aceept a receipt
for only half the rent.

I support the Bill but I hope the
effect of our passing it will not be a con-
tinnance of the ramp that is taking place,
and that the Minister will see that his
officials give better attention to prices, price
lists and tickets, and the rentals being
charged on the Goldflelds at present.

MR. OLIVER (Boulder) [9.53]: I sup-
port the Bill but, like other members who
have expressed themselves, I am a little
fearful as to what the results will be when
it becomes law. I will be very brief, but
I do want to inform the House of the disas-
trous effects rising prices are having on the
goldmining industry. It has been clearly
shown here tonight that wages follow
prices. The goldmining industry is in the
vnfortunate position of producing a eom-
modity the priee of which is arbitrarily
fixed. Whatever increase there may be in
wages and in prices of goods connected
with the industry there is no possibility of
the losses sustained heing recouped by the
passing on of those extra costs.

This was very obvious to most intelligent
people a wear or so ggo. I have a very
vivid recollection of diseussing the posi-
tion with several mine managers prior to
the defeat of the Federal referendum on
nrice fixation. They realised at that time
that the poliecy of defeating the referendum
was wrong because they knew they would
be amongst the victims. What they
thonght then has unfortunately come true.
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The people were told that price control
under the States would be far more effective
than control by the Commonwealth, They
have had plenty of time to reflect on the
matter. Certainly the people who are con-
cerned with goldmining bave had time to
refiect and feel the full effect of the de-
feat of -the referendum proposals; because
today we see the goldmining industry in
the doldrums, a situation to which the de-
feat of the referendum largely contributed.

I well remember that immediately fol-
lowing that defeat I put up a case for a
wage increase for workers in the goldmin-
ing industry, and the effect of the loss of
the referendum was mentioned during those
proceedings by the other side at to what
was to be expected in the future. They
fully realised what was in front of them
becanse they were well aware that wages
would inerease, that they would have to
absorb the increases and that prices would
not be contirolled. I do mot propose to de-
lay the House.

AN T ask is that when the Attorney Gen-
eral has this Bill made law he will give
effect to it; that he will make some attempt
really to control prices. If he does not
do so, we can expect the basic wage, in a
vear or o, to be not £6 and some odd
shillings but £10 and some shillings; be-
eause as prices rise, wages must follow, and
once we get into an inflationary trend the
spiral will move faster. Tf the Attorney
(General does not give heed to what has
been said tonight he will be faced with
a far more serious situation next year than
has been the case this year.

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [9.58]:
I was rather intrigued with the statement
of the member for North-East Fremantle
that the method of price control operated
by the Commonwealth Government was sue-
cessful and that the method operated at pre-
sent nnder State control is definitely not.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That is what Menzies
thinks,

Mr. LESLIE: It is definitely what the
hon. member thinks, too.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: So I do.

Mr. LESLIE: The position is that if the
method of control by the State is wrong, so
the method adopted by the Commonweslth
was wrong. I am of the opinion that T am
correct in saying that.
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Mr, May: Because it is not being policed.

Mr, LESLIE: It is not a question of
being policed but of the method under which
it is carried out.

Hon. A, H. Panton: What is the dif-
ference?

Mr. LESLIE: We have heard a lot of
talk about the price-fixing business, but so
far not one comstructive word of ecriticism
as to what is to be done with this very
serious trounble,

Bon, F, J. 8. Wise: We will get none
in the next few minutes, that is a certainty.

Mr. LESLIE: The time when the eontrol
of prices should have been tackled was when
it was first introduced. If members would
study the recommendations that were made
by Professor Copland, I think it was, they
would find that the method adopted by the
Commonwealth Government, which is now
being earried on by the State Government,
was entirely different from what he pro-
posed, and it defeated the objective. What
I would prefer to see, if it is necessary, is
price-fixation. Today we have a control
that ensures that everyone gets his fair cut,
as one of the speakers on the other side said
tonight. Instead of gefting down to a pro-
per basis and saying, in every ease, “There
is the value of the artiele,” it has been done
in only one instance, and that is in primary
production. The authorities have fixed the
price of primary products but nothing else.
The Commonwealth Government started it,
so if it is wrong for this Government it
must have been wrong for that one,

Hon. A. H. Panton: Two wrongs never
made a right.

Mr. LESLIE: What is done is that they
just see that everybody geis a fair share.
Apart from the fact that prices eontrol is
based on a wrong principle, the breakdown
occurred when wage-pegging was lifted.
Then it got out of hand. The “Common-
wealth Government found at that time that
its system of priee eontrol could not be

operated. But it was too late then to intro-.

duce & system of price-fizxation, which was
the correct thing. It eould have been done
at that time beeause wages were fixed. With
fixed wages we have fixed costs, and with
fixed costs we can have fixed priees. Unless
there is a basie fixation somewhere, all that
can be done is to control the margin of

[ASSEMBLY.]

profit. Everybody, even the worker, oper-
ates for a profit. A man wanits something
over and above the bare cost of living, and
he is entitled to it.

Hon. A. H. Panton: He has to serap
for it.

Mr. LESLIE: So has everycne else. Be-
cause the margin of profit diminished when
wage-pegging eeased, and because everyone
wishes to_be assured of his margin of profit,
prices have had to be continually raised.
If the present system is nof operating satis-
factorily— )

Mr. May: Obviounsly it is not.

Mr. LESLIE: That is so, and it is be-
epuse the whole basis is wrong.

Mr, Marshall: You should have been in
the Ministry and it would all have been fixeqd
up.

Mr. LESLIE: The moment an employer
is required to pay a higher wage, he wants
a return on what ke pays. As the costs rise
so the margin must increase,

Mr. May: The wages would not go up if
the costs did not rise,

Mr. LESLIE: The question of wages and
costs goes back to the old conundrum-—
Which came first, the chicken or the egg?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: What is your opinon
on thatt

Mr. LESLIE: I am not expressing opin-
ions, but giving facts. Prices were controlled
so long as the Commonwealth Government
kept to wage-pegging. When it gave way in
one direction to a pressure group, the whole
structure on which it was built, fell,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The hon, member asks
& question, but imagines he is stating facts.

Mr. LESLIE: Does the member for
North-East Fremantle refer to the question
about the chicken and the egg?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Yes.

Mr. LESLIE: Can the hon, member an-
swer that guestion?
Hon, J. T. Tonkin: No.

Mr. LESLIE: Neither can I. Members
opposite kept referring to the faet that the
people voted against the referendum last
year. Those members are either unable to
grasp the real significance of the issue which
was before the electors at that time, or are
deliberately blinding themselves to it.

Mr. Triat: The electors will tell you that
at the next election,
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Mr, LESLIE: The electors voted against
power being handed for all time to the
Commonwealth to eontrol prices under =
system which was -wrong and was not oper-
ating. They did not for a moment vote
against prices control. The only issue was
whether the powers shonld be handed to the
Commonwealth for all time. The Prime
Minister, in a spirit of pique beeause his
referendam had been defeated, like a little
boy who will not play with the child next
door, said he would have no more of it.

Mr. Fox: Yon wanted price control, and
vou got it. .

Mr. LESLIE: The people were satisfied
that it was not desirable to hand control for
all time to the Commonwealth, and that is
the issue on which they voted. It was not a
matter of the continuation or not of prices
control, and, g I say, the Prime Minister’s
aetion was taken in a spirit of pigne.
To add insult to injury, the Commonwealth
Government immediately afterwards re-
moved the snbsidies which were assisting in
keeping prices down,

Mr, Graham: You knew before that it was
going to happen.

Mr. LESLIE: We knew nothing of the
sort.

Mr. Graham: You were told that from
every publie platform by the Prime Minis-
ter.

Mr. LESLIE: I defy the bon. member to
preduce anything to show that the Prime
Minister said to the people that if they
voted against the referendum he would im-
mediately hand the eontrol to the States. All
he said was that the States eould not do it.
The electors said that the States conld, and
that they were not prepared to pgive the
powers for all time fo the Commonwealth.

Mr. May: You asked for the baby, and
you got it.
Mr. LESLIE: The only trouble is that

we took over a baby which was pretty badly
reared,

Mr. Triat: You have made a bad job of
it singe, too.

Mr. LESLIE: We now have the job of
making something of it

Mr. May: You are making a mess.

Mr, LESLIE: The frouble is the Com-

monwealth pulled from underneath the
structure of price-fixation the main prop—
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wage-pegging—on which it rested, Had that
not gone, prices would have been eontrolled
right through, because they would have been
conirolled under the system originally paut.
up by the instigators of the scheme—the
economic advisers to the Commonwealth
Government—which was price-fixation. That
ijs the only way to contrdl prices, if it can
be done, but where are we going to start?
I ean just imagine the tirades thai would
come from the other side of the House if
we soggested that we should start with
wage-fixation,
Mr. Triat: You bet your life!

Mr. LESLIE : We did not hear any tirade
from members opposite then about that Gov-
ernment of their own political colour, bui
they know that the 'method I have mentioned
is the only thing that will be effective.
Prices started to rise.the moment wage-peg-
ging was removed.

Mr. May: Mr. Chiftey did not ask you to
take over the controls.

*Mr. LESLIE: I would remind members
that every increase in prices snowballs as it
goes along., A five per cent. sales tax on an
article at.the manufacturing end becomes &
25 per cent. charge to the consumer. It is
the basic costs that must be fixed. If we once
fix the price of an artiele in that way we
have control over it. If the debate is to
continte I bope there will be less unjust
criticism and more indications of how. the
problem should be tackled. We know prices
are going up, but gurely there is mo need
for us to continue eovering the same ground
all the evening,

I support the Bill and would alsb support
it if it contained provision that the price-fiz-
ing commissioners were definitely to fix
prices. Although they do go to the producer
and say “There is an article and that is what
you are to sell it for, regardless of cost,”
they do not approach the manufaecturer in
that way, If they fix a price today the cost
goes up in some other direction and when
the manufacturer’s costs rise he can get per-
mission to inerease his price. I wonld like to
hear some member deal with the fixing of
prices and ecosts of production and wage
costs.

ME. MARSHALL (Murchison) [10.12]:
I am sad at heart, Mr. Spesker, at the
thought that there is a prospective member
of the Federal] House in this Chamber this
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evening, What a tragedy! Incidentally, I
will deal with some of the matters he has
mentioned. I suppose he has heard nothing
of the Commonwealth regulations that were
supposed to be absorbed into this legislation
last September, He has never seen them
and would not have troubled to read them
had he seen them. He does not know that
they eontain all the machinery he is talking
about.

Mr. Leslie: Why did not the Common-
wealth Government apply it?

Mr. MARSHALL: Why does not the hon.
member’s Government apply it? The Com-
monwealth Government applied those pro-
visions more effectively than has been the
cage since the State took over the controls.
Sinee this Government took over, although
we Were given an assurance that the regmla-
tions would be laid on the Table of the
House the moment the measure became law,
we have not seen them. They contained all
the machinery that the bon. member asks for
—ang he is going to the Federal House.

Mr. Hegney: He thinks he is.

Mr. MARSHALL: He is aspiring to it,
but if the electors understand his ability as
we do he will never get there,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MARSHALL: The rise in commodity
prices took Pplace when the Commonwealth
Government removed the pegging of wages,
aceording to the bon. member. What a re-
markable statement for a member of Par-
liament to make! The fact that wages were
no longer pegged did not mean that wage-
earners would experience an inerease in in-
come nnless it could be justified before the
Arbitration Court. Aectnally there has been
a gradual increase, such as has taken place
for as long as I ean remember.

The At_torn;zy General : Do not forget that
marging were also inereased.

Mr. MARSHALL: I would advise the
Attorney General net to interject. If will
be upwise for him to do so. While there is
a general tendency for the aggregate price-
level to rise, within that aggregate there has
been a sudden and unjust rise in the case
of many essential commadities. The hon.
member said that the action of the Common-
wealth in releasing the pegging of wages
started the upward spiral, but that is ridieu-
lons. The men who go to the Arbitration
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Court have to parade their poverty in order
to get an increase in wages. I wonder has
the hon, member ever seen the deplorable
circnmstances ander which Arbitration Court
cases are condueted, when the advocate puts
witnesses, male or female, into the box and
makes them parade their poverty in order
to justify an increase in wages. Sueh an
inerease ean be justified only on the ground
that the cost of living has gone so far be-
yond the reach of the workers that they are
unable to exist any longer. That is the case
on which the court has to adjudicate.

I agree that when wages rise the inerease
is ultimately reflected in the cost of pro-
duction, but the eost of living must rise
before the Arbitration Court will grant an
increase in wages. That was enuneciated
clearly by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle. Even without that, every mem-
ber of Parliament should know that a case
can be presented to the Arbitration Coart
only on the basis that the cost of living
has gone up. If that cannot be proved
the worker eannot get a wage inerease, and
the same thing applies to the basic wage.
In that ease statistical figures must show
beyond doubt , that the cost of living has
risen before an inerease 'in the rate is
granted.

. It is ridiculous for the hon. member to

- roar and rave, without logie, and talk about

price-fixing. How far does price-fixing
apply to the primary produet that goes into
the abattoirs? When is there any fixing of
the prices there? Is there any priee-fixing
when bullocks and sheep are sold in the
auction-yards at Midland Junction? Of
course there iz not! They bring whatever
price the butchers offer on the open mar-
ket. From my own experience I know that
bullocks costing £8 or £9 have gone to Mid-
land Junetion where they fetched £24 or
£25 per head, and the same kind of thing
applies to sheep. Yet we have the hon.
member falking akout price fixation. Is
there any fixed price there?

Mr. Leslie: But the seller does not de-
mand those prices. It is the bayer’s priee
and that is a different thing. I would not
mind putting my own price on things.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member had
better not do that, because he would not
bring very much. So we see that the hon.
member can cover up one of the basie fac-
tors in the increased cost of living. Al
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too readily are members who represent pri-
mary produeers anxicns to smother up the
great concessions which are given to those
primary producers. I will not deny that those
concessions and considerations are deserved
when we are passing through adverse times.

Mr. Leslie: We have seen many of them.

© Mr. MARSHALL: T know that wheat
and super. have been hanled at very little
above cost. That concession was given
when wheat was 104. or 1s. 3d. a bushel,
but the farmers are still receiving the same
concession and they are now being paid
17s. s bushel. Therefore do not let the
hon. member talk about price-fizing because
he is on bad ground.

Hon. A. H, Panton: That gnietens him.

Mr. MARSHALL: A lot more will be
said about super. and wheat, and the price
of primary products, before this session
is finished.

Mr. Leslie: You are on dangerous gronnd
there.

Mr. MARSHALL: Am If I have very
serious doubts whether this Government is
sincere as regards price fixation. There
are members of the Government who, both
in season and out of season, never fail,
when on this side of the House, to attack
any form of control. They use very
strong language in condemnation of it. As
those members are now component parts of
this Government I consider I would be
within my rights in assuming that the pre-
sentation of this Bill is sheer hypoerisy.
Let us see what the Aftorney General had
to say about controls.

The Attorney General: I do not neeces-
sarily want to know.

Mr. Graham: I bet youn don’t,

Mr. MARSHALL: In Volume 2 of
‘‘Hansard’’ 1946 at pages 2270 and 2271,
speaking on a controlling measure, the Af-
torney General had this to say—

This Bill is to continue the operatioms of
the Building Operations and Building
Materials Control Act, 1945. It might ap-
pear to be a very innocuous Bill, but it ia to
continue what I consider to be the very
objectionable principle of control and regi-
mentation by the Government.

The Attorney General: I think T followed
on and said that it was necessary, did I not?

[35] Jp—y
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Mr. MARSHALL: The expression of
opinion which I quoted, needs no correction.
The Attorney General said, “What I con-
sider to be the very objectionable prineiple
of eontrol.” When he made that statement
he was not in a position o alter the sitna-
tion; but he is now. He knew that
this Bill, at that time, would be carried be-
cause of the majority of members who sup-
ported it.

The Attorney General: Dido’t 17

Mr, MARSHALL: And in the same
volume of “Hansard” 1946, at page 2275,
we have the Honorary Minister for Supply
and Shipping giving an opinion in regard to
eontrols. This was taken from the debhate
on the same measure and she stated—

At present ‘we have so many controls that

wo might call our Australia not Anustralia-
bound, but Russia-bound. Only this morn-
ing another. person came to me whose name
I can give the Premier. He was able to get
a permit but could not get a permit cover
ing a garage. He was told, ‘'Yon can have
the building, but we consider yom do not
need a garage.’’ He did need it, but burean-
cracy said that he did mot.
And we have quite a number of these state-
ments by members of the present Govern-
ment. They all clearly and emphatically in-
dicate that those members do not believe
in eontrols.

The Attorney General: Neither does your
leader, where it is not necessary.

Mr. MARSHALL: So I think I am en-
tifled to assume that'the introduetion of this
measure is merely another effort to deceive
the eommunity hecanse the members of the
Government can say, “Well, we have intro-
duced a measure for the control and fixation
of prices and no Government ¢an do more.”
T again remind the little magpie from
Mukinbudin—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MARSHALL: There is every pro-
vision in the regulations, plus the Aet, for
the fixation of prices from the time the
article is produced until it ultimately reaches
the consumer after passing throngh its
various avenues. But, if the Government is
not sineere, then price fixation is useless.
If the Government in control of it refuses
effectively to administer it, then it is of no
value to the community. That is the point.
If a Government is insineere—and 1 feel that
this one is—it is no use having a measure of
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this kind. 1 know full well what is happen-
ing. The St. George's-terrace guinea pigs
are members of the Party concerned and
they attend its meetings and give it their
instruetions, We have instances almost every
day where this Government comes along and
gives concessions and privileges to men who
are in high official positions in the Liberal
Party. That is really all this Government
has done and therefore I am doubiful whe-
ther theve is any sincerity about the matter.
I have very grave doubts about it, but there
can be no doubt that price fixation is the
very soul of this community socially and
industrially.

Unless the Government takes this position
seriougly and makes up its mind to give
effective supervision and control over price
fization it will not be very long before in-
dividuals and industries alike will be frus-
trated. One of the speakers behind me has
mentioned the goldmining industry. It can-
not exist for moch longer. It is a practical
impossibility for it to do so, because it is
not likely that the companies will continue
to operate at a loss, which some of them
are doing today. This Government has been
generously assisting them by foreing up the
cost of production, inereasing railway
freights and not giving correct supervision
to mining requisites and the prices for them,
and, in general, another colossal burden for
these companies to earry is the increase in
the cost of living and the basic wage rises.

[
Mr. May: Only half the cost of living has
gone up.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, but that all
figures in the cost of producing their com-
modity, as is well known to the Minister.
It is becoming a serious problem indeed
with the price of the product fixed and the
cost of producing it constantly, and now
speedily, rising. When I tell the Minister
that it takes about 114 ounces of gold to
pay every individual on the mine the basic
rate, taking no other cost into consideration,
he will be amazed. The company pays 1Y
ounces of gold for every individual on the
mine drawing the basic rate, and extremely
few are on that rate. I wonder what my
friends opposite, who represent the spring
onion-growers, would say if, for argument’s
sake, they could get 30s. a bushel on the
open market and were compelled by law
to let their product go for 10s. a bushel.
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What a hue and ery there would be if the
Government prohibited them from selling
their products in the open market. But the
goldmining industry has to tolerate that.

So, not only the goldmining industry but
also many other industries are on the
threshold of ceasing to operate. They can-
not continue to operate because of the
speedy increase in the cost of production.
Quite naturally, the purchasing power of
the recipients of wages is gradually decreas-
ing, and they cannot atford to buy goods
at present prices. This problem is of such
importance that it requires a great deal more
attention to achieve effective control, and
seemingly this Government is not prepared
to exercise it. I quite agree that there is a
tendency for the general price level to rise
slowly, which will no doubt eontinue, but
there are certain factors within the price
level which rapidly jump and cannot be
justified. Some of these things have an im-
portant bearing upon the fixing of the basie
rate. For instance, one cannot get material
such as I am wearing now, but those lines
of suiting material which go to make up
a gentleman’s suit of colonred tweed or of
light material, I purchased before the war
for £3 12s. 6d. per suit, or even up to
£5 5s. per suit, but now a suit of the same
material eosts £15 158, or £16 16s., a 250
per cent. increase. Can that be justified?

Hen. A. H. Panfon: You would not get
a suit similar to the one yon are wearing
for £15 15s. That is a real gentleman's suit.

Mr. MARSHALL: One could not buy a
snit such as I am wearing for £25 now.
It is no use the Minister trying to tell me
that he ean justify an increase of 250 per
cent. on articles of that nature, That is a
very important factor and applies to all
sorts of wearing apparel, The member for
North-East Fremantle mentioned the cost
of infants’ footwear. Do you know, Mr.
Speaker, that I had te pay £4 5s. for a
pair of shoes only recently?

Mr. May: You are a capitalist!

Mr. MARSHALL: T am not; I am an
unfortunate individunal being exploited. I
do not know whether the hon. member would
eare to see me walk down the street bare-
foot, but shoes, as everybody knows, are
impossible of purchase by the basie ware-
earner, beeause he has to pay the same price
as we do. We know that shoes which were
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bought for 30s. or 37s. 6d. before the war
are now around the £4 or £4 10s. mark.
I suggest that those prices cannot be justi-
fled.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The quality in them
is not as good as it was before, either.

Mr. MARSHALL: No, that is the point
I was aboul to mention,
for instance! I remember a time when I
could buy a pair of socks which would last
me for three or foor months, but now a
pair will last me only about a fortnight.
Not only are we paying increased prices,
but we are also receiving inferior quality.
The price has gone up and the qudlity has
gone down. So we are robbed both ways. I
want the Minister to understand that the
population of the outback centres is speedily
being depleted. One eannot blame women,
with their hnsbands, for making towards the
city nnder the circumstances.

I was on the Goldflelds a few months ago
and I entered a greengrocer’s shop, the pro-
prietar of which I knew very well. He
showed me a sample of the vegetables he was
retailing and the prices being charged for
them. One small carrot, just the bare car-
rot with the green cat off, was being re-
tailed for 8%%4d.! Lettuece that were in a
gtate which could not he considered very
appetising were selling for 1s. 6d. and 1s. 94.
each. The position is so tragic that the
people cannot buy them and will not buy
them. I wrote to the Honorary Minister
for Agriculture about this matter and he
told me that the caunse of these extortionate
prices was that buyers for foreign markets
were forcing up the price in the local market.
Surely to goodness it is the responsibility
of the Government to protect our own people
rather than to feed Asiaties. Do they rea-
lise at all their responsibility to the people
in the ontback? I do not objeet to our
surplus production being sent anywhere
where there is a market for it, but I con-
sider our own people should be fed first.

T walked into a fish-shop not so long age
to buy something which I consider extremely
tasty. T used to buy the same article for
6d., 84, or 9d. That ariicle was a small
crayfish, but for some reason the method
of selling it has been altered beecsuse they
now sell erayfish by the pound, and thus
the crayfish I bought for 6d. a year or
two ago now costs me 2s. 10d.

Mr. Bovell; Tomatoes are the same.

Take men’s socks, -
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Mr. MARSHALL: A few weeks ago,
while on my way to visit a patient in hos-

_ pital, I entered a shop and asked for a

pound of bananas. I wanted the best, and
I received three bananas for 1s. 6d., that
being the fixed price. There are commodities
which are essentia]l to everyday life and
these are the exorbitant prices that have to
be paid for them, The matter should be in-
vestigated. Such prices cannot be justified.

Nobody can convince me that the eost of
producing the commodities I have mentioned
has increased to such an extent as fo war-
rant the pushing up of the retail priee by
200 to 300 per cent. over the pre-war price.
It iz ridienlous that this should be per-
mitted. It simply goes to show that the Gov-
ernment is not actively engaged in exercis-
ing complete control over priees under this
legislation.

In my opinion, we have reached a crisis.
Something must be done and done guickly;
otherwise the repercussions will be so in-
tense that members of Parliament will be
filled with sincere regret. We cannot allow
things to continue as they have been going.
In saying that, I do not lose sight of the
fact that some of these commodities were
subsidised by the Commonwealth during the
war period. It has been noticeable that the
person who devised the scheme for holding
prices at a given level has never been men-
tioned, We have to thank Major Douglas
for that. He introduced other theories that
members of the Government would be well
advised to study. I would probably not have
risen to speak but for the remarks of the
member for Mt, Marsha]l end his vigorous
attack, which was about as logical as are
most of hig utterances,

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
(10.43): The hounr is late and I consider
that other members have said enough to
satisly the Hounse what a eomplete failure
prite-fixing has been in this State. My ob-
ject in speaking is to ask a couple of ques-
tions which I should like the Mmlster to
answer when he replies.

Last year, when he introdueed the original
legislation, he told us he was going to ar-
range for the Advisory Committee to be a
body of technical experts. I endeavoured to
get a member of the Housewives' Association
appointed {o the commitiee, Had the Houge
agreed with me, I believe that a hetter job
would have been done than hag been done
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by the technical experts promised by the
Minister, If there are any commitiees on
which a woman is entitled fo sit, one is a
committee dealing with, prices and the other
a committee dealing with milk. When I
moved in that direction last year, not one
member on the Government side of the
House voted for the proposal, and so the
housewives were left without representation,
I should like the Minister to tell us what has
beeome of the expert technicians. Why are
they not doing a better job?

During the black-out anyone who needed
candles—and many people had to use them
—was required to pay 7d. each for them.

Hon. A. H. Panton: -7TY%d.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN : At the time I am
speaking of, the price was 7d. each. Yet,
in Tasmania, candles could be purchased for
2d. each. Why, then, should they eost 7d.
here? Another instance of exorbitant prices
is the charge for hurricane lamps. I have a
newspaper cutting dealing with another
grievance about prices. It states—

While people are heavily gas-rationed, a
most inferior local methylated spirits has

been inflieted on housewives for 1s. 8d. a
bottle. My tima for boiling one small kettle

was one hour; the time for cleaning the

kettle afterwards was much the same.

If price-fixing has been so successful as the
Minister would have us believe, why shonld
inferior methylated spirits be costing 1s. 8a.
a bottle and candles which cost 2d. in Tas-
mania be charged for at 7d. here? Why also
the exorbitant level to which the price of
hurricane lamps has risen? 1 leave it at
that and shall await the Minister’s reply
with interest.

Hon. P. J. 5. WISE: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and negatived.

MRB. MAY (Collie) [10.46]: It seems to
me that, in the part played by the member
for Mt. Marshall in this debate, he ran true
to form, although his remarks were very
brief, The only solution he could offer for
the control of prices was the fization of
wagea, I should like to remind him and
other members on the Government side of
the House that it was not at the request of
the Commonwealth Government that the con-
trol of prices was taken over by the States.
I recall ¢learly how the Liberal Party strove
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to obtain the power from the Commonwealth
and it is well to remember the extent to
which that Party went to obiain control.

Members may. have heard some of the
statements that were broadeast over the air,
not always in the evening when the man of
the house was at home, but during the day
when the woman was at home alone. One
day I listened in and the statement was
made, “You do not know where your hus-
band is likely to be sent if the refefendum
is carried.” That was the sori of sob-stuff
put over the air to enable the States to ob-
tain control of priees. The broadecasting of
suech propaganda must have cost thousands
of pounds—it might have approached the
million mark—and there is no doubt that
the party concerned was exceedingly liberal
in spending somebody else's money in that
direction.

Horn. F. J. 5, Wise: They like doing that.

Mr. MAY: One might well ask, “Wher
does the money come from?’ Now I ask
memberg to consider who are the real pro-
ducers of a country. The workers are the
only ones who are real producers, and they
must have produced the wealth that was
eventually filched from them by the Party
that wanted to gain control of prices—
wealth that was spent by the Party to the
detriment of the working class. T do not
think it is anything to be proud of. There
is no need for me to comment on what has
happened since the State assumed eontrol
of price-fixing; as previous members have
spoken at length on that subjeet. In my
opinien, it is the working men who feels
the position most keenly. He is the man
who is suffering today as a result of this
legislation, What bappens as between the
worker and the capitalist? The worker, in
order to get a fair wage, must approach the
Arbitration Court and produce evidence to
maintain his standard of living. Has the
capitalist to go to the Arbitration Court in
order to have his profit fixed? Of course not.

Mr. Yates: The Taxation Department
looks after that.

My, MAY: And the capitalist knows how
to dodge taxation, too.

Mr. Yates: It is the busivess houses, not
individuals.

Mr. MAY: ¥ hope the time will soon come
when the staff of the Taxation Department
will deal with sueh people. Some interest-
ing fignres will be disclosed. Recently we
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have been told that the Taxzation Depart-
ment has canght up with its arrears of work
and is now in a position to cateh some of
these people. I hope it does; we shall be
surprised to find who they are.

Mr. Yates: You sound as though you were
in the clear!

Mr. MAY: As I said, the worker goes fo
the Arbitration Court in order to obtain his
just wages. The merchant does not have fo
approach the Court. As far as his profits are
concerned the sky is the limit if he can pos-
sibly reach it. I am quite sure the working
class would weleome fixation of wages pro-
vided a similar course were set in regard to
the cost of commodities. Until such time as
the (Government really controls prices, the
only alternative the worker has is to make
application for inereased pay in order to
meet rising costs, and {hus maintain a decent
standard of living for himself and his fawily.
I would like the Minister to {ake some de-
termined asction in this matter. Personally I
do not think that up to date he has taken it
seriously enough. If he and the other mem-
bers of the Government were in the unfor-
tunate position of people on the lower rungs
of the ladder and suffered as they do, I feel
sure they would make every effort to sheet
home offences committed by people who are
contravening this legislation, who have no
respect for human natore and who grasp
at every penny they possibly can. We should
all make some determined effort to improve
the position and the. Government should set
the example. I would say to the Govern-
ment, “Do your job as the Commonwealth
would have done it had eontrol of prices
remained in its hands.” -

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
Y. R. Abbott—North Perth—in reply)
{10.55]: I wil do my best to answer the
numerous questions raised by members who
have spoken to this Bill. The hour is rather
late and, if I do not mention the particular
items in which they are interested, I shall
be glad if they will call on me and I will
do what I can fo give them the necessary
information. I am pleased at the support
members have given the Bill, but T am not
so pleased at the crificism they have levelled
ageinst the administration. I realise that
that criticism is not of a very hardworking
branch of the Civil Service, but of the
Minister, and I take it as such because the

“

979

State has a most efficient prices braneh, with
a hardworking, loyal and devoted servant of
the State at its head.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: It is criticism
of Government policy.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, there
is no dovbt that every serious-minded man
must give some thought to the issue raised
by the member for Northam. Eeonomie
stabilisation is a world problem today and
I will take the liberty of saying that the
Premier also is worried about it. So is
the Prime Minister. It is the duty of every
persotl to give thought to this problem.

Hon. F, J. 8. )?Vise: The Premier wired
from Wyndham to say how pleased he was

+ that pries control had been returned to the

State.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The mem-
ber for Pilbara raised the question of the
regulations under the Aect. All I can say
is that no member has ever asked me for
a copy of the regulations from the day the
original Bill was discussed until now.

Mr. Heguey: We should nof have to ask
you. You should have laid them on the
Table of the House.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They have
been in the hands of the Government Printer
for some little time but, as members know,
even Parliament eannot get all its printing
done. As soon as the regulations are printed
they will be laid on the Table of the House.
T do not want to be critical, but when a
member observes a palpable breach of the
law and condones it without reporting it
to me, I think he should have given the
mabler of reporting it more consideration.
After all, it is exceedingly difficult to ad-
minister this legislation and I would willingly
accepl any assistance members counld give
me.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Have you noticed
anything about the Attorney General in the
Land Sales Control Act9

‘The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
know why the Crown Law Department was
not asked to give some aceurate information,
but it wag not. The information iz avail-
able. The member for Kalgoorlie raised a
question about railway freights. The hon.
member knows that the Prime Minister has
clearly indicated that anless the Government
does something to reduce the railway deficit,
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our position with respeet to the Grants
Commission will be prejudiced. That was
clearly stated and published in the Press.

Mr. Styants: Do you take directions from
the Prime Minister?

The Premier: Sometimes we have to.

Mr. Styants: When it snits you.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There has
been some comment about how easy it is
to get price rises. I have never heard that
from anyone in industry or commerce.

Mr. Graham: Naturally!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have
never heard it was easy; and in my ex-
perience a great deal of evidence has to
be submitted before any increased margins
will be given. Increases are made on an
Australia-wide basis; and, since the States
took over, the margins have been continually
not inereased but reduced.

Hon. A, H. Panton: They must have been
pretty big marging at the start then!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Members
representing the Goldfields are right when
they suggest that their distrietz are suffering
from the controlled price of gold; but that
is something beyond the powers of this Gov-
ernment, which cannot grant an inerease in
that direction. It was tentatively suggested
by the Premier to the Commonwealth that
something should be done to permit of free
trade in gold; but it was pointed out, and
rightly so, that under international agree-
ments entered into by Australia, that was
not possible. I think that taking it over
all, the States have established a”very ef-
fective eontrol of prices. That may not be
the opinion of all members. T am not say-
ing that there is not one item here and one
item there which has not been unjustifiably
increased in price, but over all the control
has been very effective.

Mr. Hegney: Why has the basic wage gone
up 17s. 4d. since you took over?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The 40-
hour week would have some effect, would it
not? And increased margins might have an
effect, and also the withdrawal of subsidies.
I want to quote the same authority that the
memher for Pilbara quoted. I refer to Mr.
F. J. Finnan who, as everyone knows, is
Minister for Labour in the New South Wales
Government. That Government is of the
same political party as our Opposition. I
wonld therefore expect Mr. Finnan to be

[ASSEMBLY.]

a little eritical, after all that members of
the Opposition have said tonight. This is
what he said at the time of the prices con-
ference in Perth. I quote from an item
in “The West Australian” of Saterday, the
14th May, under the heading of “Unanimity
of States on Price Control” as follows:—

‘It is a job that earns no handeclaps, but
I consider that the States have done excep-
tionally well since they took over control of
prices from the Commonwealth last Septem-
ber,”’ gaid the New South Wales Minister

-for Prices (Mr. F. J. Finnan) in Perth last

night.

Mr, Finnan said that it bad been predicted
that there would be unanimity of policy
amongst the States, but that prediction had
been, provéd wrong., Prices were still well
under control. There had been gome major
inereases, no donbt, but these were almost
entirely due to the Commonwealth with-
drawal of subsidies.

That is what Mr. Finnan said, and I agree,
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Az to Committes Stage.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That Mr, Speaker do now leave the Chair
for the purpose of considering the Bill in
Committee,

Question put and a division taken with
the following resalt:—

Ayes .. .. . . 26
Noes .. .. . . 18
Majority for .. .- 10
Avea,

Mr, Abbott Mr. Murray

Mr, Ackland Me. Naider

Mr. Bovell Mr. Nimmo

Mr. Cornall Mr. Perkinas

3Mr. Doney Mr. Read

Mr, Grayden Mr. Seward

Mr, Hali Mr, 8hearn

Me. Hill Mr. Biyants

Mr. Leslie Mr. Tonkin

HMy. Mann Mr. Watta

Mvr. Marshall Mr. Wild

Mr. McDonald Mr. Yates

Mr. McLarty Mr. Brand

{Tellsr.)
Noes. .

Ar. Caverley Mr. Neadham

Mr. Fox Mr. Nulsen

My, Graham Mr. Oliver

Mzr. Hegney Mr. Panton

My. Hoar Ar. Reynolds

Mr. Kelly Mr. Bleeman

Mr. Moy Mr. Triat

Mr, MeOulioch Mr. Rodoreda

(Teller.)

Question thus passed.

In Committee,

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Attorney
Generat in charge of the Bill.
Clanses 1 and 2—agreed to.
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Clause 3—Amendment of Seetion 18:

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I would like the
Attorney General fo answer a question I
have already asked him. He ignored me.
Who are the technicians that he promised
us last year he would appoint on the Ad-
visory Committee?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am sorry
I neglected to answer the hon. mewmber.
The chairman is Mr. Court, a chartered
accountant, and the members are  Mr.
Schnaars, a conciliation commissioner of
the State Arbitration Court, and Mr. George
Broomhall of Goode, Durrant & Murray
Ltd.

Mr. HEGNEY : I move an amendment—

That at the end of the elause the word
‘‘one’’ be added.

From the debate this evening and the state-
ments of the Attorney General it is qguite
evident that we will not return to normal
times by the end of next year. It is ap-
parent that some price-fixing legislation
will be required for at least 12 months be-
yond 1850. The Minister' for Housing
realises that the supply of necessary ma-
ferials will not cateh up with the demand
within the next 12 or 18 months. The At-
torney General, who is in charge of price-
fixing legislation, will alse admit that it is
necessary that this measure should have
effect until at least the end of 1951. An
extract from the leading article of ‘‘The

West Australian” of the 20th August, 1948,

is as follows:—

So long as the production of essential
commodities is inadequate to satisfy the
public demsand, the maintenance of reason-
able price control is an essential factor in
combating inflation,

Again, on the 28th July the leading article
of ““The West Australian®’ states —

Parliament is being askéd to extend priee
<ontrol to the end of next year and there is
not muchk doubt that the Government’s re-
quest will be granted. The continued op-
ward movement of Australian costs and
prices provides a case for the maintenance
of selective control for a Hmited period; but,
notwithstanding changing - economic condi-
tions abroad and at home, moere plentiful
supplies of some goods and consimer resis-
tanee to rising prices, it may be that safe-
guards will still be necessary after 1950.
The factors that would make arbitrary super-
vigion of industry and commerce unnecessary
are uniikely to make their appearance simul-
taneously,
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““The West Australian’’ represents Liberal
policy, so it will be admiited that these
controls will be neeessary after the end of
1950. The Attorney General will be anxious
to overthrow all controls as soon as he pos-
sibly can. We would safeguard the position
if we inserted this harmless amendment
making the Act etfective until the end of
Deeember, 1951.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is
not an advisable amendment. Price-fixing
is a co-ordinated scheme between all the
States and can only be carried on sneeess-
fully while they all agree to it. -In each
of the States, with the exceptior of Queens-
land, the measure is an annual one. This
class of legislation is always made from
year to year. It is a good idea to have it
reviewed annually as it allows members to
express their opiniong thoroughly, as they
have done tonight. No good can come of
the amendment, and it might ¢cause a good
deal of confusion, '

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I am not pre-
pared to support the amendment. T do not
think the measure is worth 2d. All it has
done is to legalise profiteering in the last
12 months. I am not going to give it two
yvears of life unless the administration is
altered considerably. I will grudgingly
agree to its continuing for another 12
months to see whether the systemn can be
improved.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: What we have just
done shows where we can get when we deal
with the same subject in the same session.
The motign upon which we have just taken
a vbie is preecisely the same as a motion
put earlier this session, namely, to continue
the Bill until 1951.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! What is the
member for North-East Fremantle discuss-
ing? TIs he discussing this clause?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am telling you,
Mr. Chairman, that what has been done is
completely out of order.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Clause put and passed,

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at . 11.20 p.m.
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